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everence paid them by Kings and Par: 
I [ laments, and Their Care to Preſerve them. 
Þ» 
) | he” Carſe and Puniſhment that, - te 
y Violators. 
ore General Conſe derationg ropes we 
— i The Uacegtainty x guy pn Intereſts, where 
it is n0t maintain'd : Divers Profidents : That 
it is the Prince*s Intereſt 10 Preſerve it In- 
violably :. That it is no: Fuftly Forfeitable 
for Eccleſiaſtical Nun-Conformity ; and that 
«where the Property is Sacrificed for it, tbe 
Government is chang*d from Civil to Ecclefi- 
A * aftical. 
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A: T HE | 
1 nerodudtion. 


| Here 4 1s no Law under Hea- 
; 1 ver, "which hath its Riſe 
i Nature or Grate, that for- 
bids 'Mcn' to Deal Honeſtly and 
K, Plainly with the Greateſt in Mat- 
184] ters of Importance to their Pre- 
| fent and” Future Good : On. the 
Contrary, the Difates of Both 
enjoyn every Man that Office to 
4 his Neighbour ; and from Charity 
Jamong Private Perſons, - it be+ 
comes a Daty Indiſpenſible to the 
Publick: Nor do Worthy Minds 
{think ever the lefs kindly of Ho- 
neſt and Humble Monitors; and 
1H God, he knows, that oft-times 
Princes 


The Iniredulfion. 


Princes are Deceived, and Kjng-Þpt 
doms Languiſh for Want-of them: 
How far the Poſture of our AFJRY 
fairs will Jaſtsfie this Addreſs, I 
{hall ſubmut to the Judgment, ane 
the Obſeryation of every. IntelliJ 
gent Reader. gu0 
Certain 1t is, that there arg 
few Kz2gdoms-in the World moi B 
Diwiaed within themfelyes, and T 
whoſe Religious Intereſts :-þ Y 
more ſeemingly croſs to all Ac 
commodation, than that- we Liv th 
1; which renders the Magiſbratet 
Task Hard, - and giveth. him 2 
Difficulty, .next- to Invingible. ,_ } 
Your Endeavours for a Unifors 
mity. have been many ; Your” Am 
not a: few to Enforee it ; but the 
Conſequence, whether You intends 
ed it or no, through the- Barbs 
rous Practices of thoſe that have 
had their Execution, hath beey 
- the Spolling of ſeveral Thouſandy 


ap £15 MwrAEqRC 


The Introduftidn, 
,e-þpf' the Free-Born® People of this 
mAKingdom ,. of . their Unforfeited 
afJRights. Pexſons: habe been. 
ig- into Goals, Gates and 
unks B20ak Open, Goods 
Diſtrained, -till a Stool Hath 
not- been left to Ut down on : 
flocks of Cattel dziven, whole 
x Barns full: of Cozn Diezed. 
IThteſh'd and carried away 2» 
YParents left withour  therr 
va] their Parents, both varthout 

"7 Dublittence. 
- a} But chat which Aggravates the 
}| Cruelry, 1s, 'the Biddow's Mite 
ors} bath nat» eſcaped their Hands ; 
Wi they have made. her Cow the 
hel Foxfeir of Her Conſcience ; nor 
ide} leaving her a Bed to lye on, nor 
a Blanket to cover her. And 
g which is yet more” Barbarous , 
aj and helps to make up this . Tra» 
g gea), the poor HelpleſS Orphans 
A Milk, 
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The Introduftinn. 


Milk, Boiling over the Fire, li jo 
been fiang to the Dogs, and 'thif** 
- Skillet made patt' of their Prize , 
That,'had-not. Nature in'Neigh H 
b6urs_beeri ſtronger 'than Crud + 
o in ſuch 1»formeyrs 'and | Offic t 

Her Bowels for thellſ”* 
Relief and Subſiſtence, they it nr 
have utterly Periſh'd. 

Not” can'/theſc Tauck: - ef 
ftruments plead C hoe OY or. LJ 
ro thoſe Laws who have abt" 
dantly "Tranſcended the ſevereli_. 
Claute in them ; for to ſee "the: 
Imprifon'd, has been Sulpiciott'e - 
nough for'a | Boas: and to if: the 
Sick, to make a Comventicle :. Fil 
ning and Straining for Preaching 
and being at a Meeting, where|| 
there hath been neither ; .and}” 
Forty Pound for Twezty, av Pick 
and/Choole too, is:a Moderate Ad« 
vance -with ſome 'of them. 
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Othets thinking this a Way? 
roo- 


The 'Introdutfion. 


$00 Dull and Troublefome, alter 
[x{@he Queſtion, and turn, Have you 
:,8yet ? Which the Alt intends; to, 
197111 you Swear ? Which it intend- 
Fa&th not : So that in ſome Places 
ut bath been ſufficient to a Prz- 
amoxire, that Men have had E- 
ates to - Looſe; I mean ſuch 
n, who, through Texderneſs, 
efuſe the Oath ; but by Principle 
Alike the Alzgiance, not leſs than 
heir i cerfaries, 
elf Finding then, by Sad- Experi- 
ance, and a long Tra of Time, 
| 1 hat the very Remeates applyed 
halito cure Diſſention, increaſe it ; and 
7;8fhat the more Vigoroully an Unt- 
if ormity is Coercively Profecuted, 
refthe Wider Breaches grow, the 


\{{ more Inflamed Perſons are, and 
1 J6x'd in their Reſolutions to ſtand 
+.4by their Principles, it ſhould, me- 

thinks, put an end to the Attempt : 
y For beſides all other Inconveni- 


The Introduftion. 
ences to thoſe that give them... 
Trouble, their very Sufferings bs j | 
get that Compaſſion in the Multy} 1, 
rude, which rarely miſſes of mayy,.:r 
King many Friends, and prove ple. 
often a Preparation for not a fewEy 
Proſeljtes.” ' So much more Revegh 
rend'1s Suffering, than making MeW;- 
ſuffer for Religion, even of thole”* 
that cannot Suffer for their Relic, 
gion, if yet they have any Relk # 
gion to Suffer for. Hiſtories are 
tull of Examples: The Perſe 
cution of the Chriffian Religion 
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l 
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made it more Il_nſtrioas than” its ba 
DoQtrine. Perhaps it will be def 
nied to Emeliſh Difſenters, thatYgy 
they relie upon ſo good a Cauleer 
nd therefore a Vanity in. them te 

EX that Succels. But Arriani{m}s, 
it ſelf, once reputed the fouleſt Y;1 
Flereſie by the Church, was by noYai 
Artifice of its Party fo dcfſemis C 
nated, as the” ſevere Oppoſition of 

the Homo-ouſtans. Conteſts} 


The Intraduion. 


4 Conteſts naturally draw Com- 
"pany, and the Vulgar are juſtified 
Ain their Curiofity, if not Pitty, 

when they ſee ſo many Wiſer Men 
*Abuſie themſelves to ſuppreſs a Peo- 

'SIple, by whom they ſee no other 
"Will, than that for Non-conformity, in 
[Matters of Religion, they bear In- 
*Yijurics and Indignities Patiently.. + 
6 whe ie art A the Inter- 
wv aptions, Informations, Fines, Plun- 
i, Un; , Exiles and 

S$Bod,: to which: the great .Ene- 

G ſay; of Nature, as well as Grace, 

MA hath excited Man to, in al Ages, 

Siabout Matters of Faith and Wor- 

ef ſhip, from Cain and Abe/*s.time to 

atJours, could furniſh us with ſuffici- 
ſe, ent Preſidents, that the Deſign pro- 
to poſed by the Inflitors of ſo much 

(m, Severity, was ever Anſwered ; 

ſt Jthat they have Smothered Opinions, 

oJand not Inflamed, but Ext:nguiſh'd 
by Conteſt; it might perhaps, at leaſt 


Ge  pru- 


The Introdudion. 


— ally, .. give Check to” ouf 
Eipettion and alley my jul _ 
- :Confidence in” this Aadreſf; Bi — 


ſince ſuch Attempts have eyer bet 
found Improſperous, as well as th 
they red the Jody have alwa! 


procured the Judgments of God, an... 
the Hatred of Men : To the Sufi. 


ers, Miſery, to'Their Country's, 
Cay of People ieltT7-146, bg 't6 the 


own Conſcientes afi Extreart Gant 2! 
T fall to the' Qzefton, \and, thigkdor 
the Solution of 'it : In which, as, 
declare, I intend ,nothing * tha} 
ſhould in the 1caRt abate of thi 
Love, Honour and' Service that ar"! 
due to you, ſo I beſeech you, .dgS 
me the Juſtice as to make thi;, 
Faireſt Tnterpretation of my EX 
prefſions: For the*whole of myſ*< 
Plain and Honeſt Deſign is, tqF'*/ 
offer my Mite for the Increaſe 0 
your True Honour, and. my Deat 
Country's Fe/zcity. | M., 


,. qrh QUESTION. 


HAT'is moſt Fit, 
Eafte and Safe, at 
this FunFure of Aﬀairs, to be 
lifdone, for Chnpaing at leaft 
- Wureting Differences ; for Al- 
* laying te Heat of Contrary 
i ntereſts , and making them 
ubſerment to the Intereſt of 
he Governmemt, and Conft- 
my{ent with the Proſperity of the 
q\ingdom ? 
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(2) 


The ANSWER. |$ 


I. In Jfiviolable and Jmpa 
tial Maintenance of Engliſ | 
Rights. { 

IT. Dur Superiours Governing};-; 
themſelves npon a Ballanc 
as near as may be, tovard$hc 
the ſeberal Religious Intereſts js 

IM. Attncere Pzomotion of GeEc 
neral and Practical Religion. nd 


$n 

T ſhall briefly Diſcourſe upc 4 
theſe Three Things, and endeafing 
vour to prove them a ſafficient, te | 
not the ozly beſt, Anſwer that can by T 
given to the Queſtion propoundedþx; 


CF) 
| Of Engliſh Rights. 


a Here isno Government inthe 
if World, but it muſt either 
- Fand upon W:l! 2nd Power, or Cons 
Uffition and Contratt : Theone Rules 
Men, the other by Laws. And 
bove all Kingdoms under Heaven, 
is England's Felicity to have her 
FLonſtitution ſo impartially Juſt 
d Free, as there cannot well be 
Jny thing more remote from Ar- 
Ritrarineſs, and Zealous of preſer- 
Wing the Laws,by which its Rights 
gre maintained. 

Theſe Laws are either Faunda- 
&-»ta/, and fo Immutable ; or more 
uperficial and T emporary, and cons» 
quently Alterable, 

By Superficial Laws we under. 
and ſuch Acts, Laws or Statutes, 
$ are (uited to preſent Occurren- 
S, and Emergencies of State; 
B 2 and 


(4) 
and which may as well be Abrogy {ts 
ted, as they were firſt made, fo! 
the Good of the Kingdom : Fqp® 
Inſtance, "Thoſe Statutes that r&& 
late to Victuals, Cloaths, Time0 
and Places of Trade, &c. whic 
haveever ſtood, whilſt the Reaſe 
of them was in Force; but wh 
that Benefit, which did once t 
dound, fell by freſh Accident 
they ended according to that « 
Maxim, Ceſſante ratione legis, ceſſ 
lex. 

By Fundamental Laws] do not 
ly underſtand'ſuch as immediate 
{pring from Synterelis ( that 
ternal Principle of Truth and 
pience) more or Jeſs difſemina 
through Mankind, which are as t] 
Corner-Stones of Humane Str 
Eture, the Baſis of reaſonable Soc 
ties, without which all would rt Vy 
into Heaps and Contulton ; tow 
Honeſte vivere, Alterum non [aa en 


th 


(5) 

ous ſuum cniq; tribuere ; that is, Io 
3 ive Honeſtly, not to Hurt another, 
"End to give every one their Right 
t {Excellent Principles, and common 
:m&0 all Nations) though that it ſelf 
hidwere ſufficient to our preſent pur- 
a {poſe; But thole Rights and Privi- 
vh&edzes, which I call Engliſh, and 
- (which are the proper Br:h-right of 
enfEne/;{þ Men, and may 'be reduced 

- a0 theſe TI hree. 
-eſf} 1. An Dwonerſhip, aud Undit- 
turbed Poſſeſſion : That what 
t oithey have, is rightly theirs, and 

\te1i0 Body's cle, 
ity 1]. I Uotjng of every Law, 
1 that is made, whereby that 
act Ownerlhip or Pzopriety may 
; tbe maintained, 
Strfjy 11. In Jnfluence upon, and 
oc<a real Share in that Zudicato- 
| ij fy Power that mult apply every 
g luch Law, which is the Anci- 
day ent Neceſſary and Landable 
| B 3 Uſe 


(6) 
Uſe of Juries : If not found ; 
mong the Britain's, to be 
Pfactiſed by the Saxons, 
Continued through the 
mang to thus very day. 


AT. 


'T hat theſe have been theAncis | 


and Undoubted Rights of Exgli 
Men, as Three great Roots, und 
whoſe Spacious Branches the Eng 
I:!h People have been wont to ſhe 
ter themſelves againſt the Storr 
of Arbitrary Government, I ſha 
endeavour ro prove. 


7. An Ownerſhip and 
Undiſturbed Poſſe(ſi- 
on. 


This Relates both to Title an 
Security of Eſtate, and Liberty « 
Perſon, from the Violence of Art 
trary Power. | 


”Tt 


(7) 
'Tis true, the Foot-Steps of the 
Brittiſh Government are. very 
g much over-grown by Time. There 
Nod is ſcarcely any thing remarkable 
Tleft us, but what we are behold- 
ien}.ca to Strangers for : Either their 
own Unskiltulneſs in Letters, or 
$ their Depopulations and Conquefts 
oy Invaders, have deprived the 
orld of a particular Story of 
J their Laws and Cuſtoms, in Peace 
hall or War. However, Ceſar, Tact- 
tug, and eſpecially Dion, ſay e- 
F nough to prove their Nature and 
their Government to be as far ſrom 
18 Slaviſh, as their Breeding and Man- 
- | ners were remote {rom the EduCa- 
tion and greaterSkill of theRomans. 
Beda & M.Weſtminſter ſay as much. 
— The Law of Property they ob- 
ad ſerved, and made thoſe Laws that 
7 of concern'd the Preteryation of it. 
by The Szxons brought no Altera- 
tion to theſe two Fundamentals of 
B 4 our 


(3) 
our Engliſh Government ; for the 
were a Free People, govern'd | 
Laws, of which They themſelve 
were the Makers : That is, 'Then 
was no Law made without thi 
Content of the People, de majori 
bus omnes, as Tacitus obſerveth c 
the Germans in general, "They lol 
nothing by Tranſporting of them 
{elves hither ; and doubtleſs fount 
a greater Confiltency betweet 
their Laws, than their Ambition, th 
For the Learned ColleCtor of rhe 
Brittiſh Councils tells us, That @ 
thelſton, the Saxo- King, pleading 


with the People, told them, See: 4 
I, according to your Law, allow what It 
is yours, do ye ſowith me. When b 
Three Things are obſervable i 


Firſt, That ſomething was Theirsf 4 
that no Body elſe could diſpoſe of 
Secondly, That they have Property 
by their own Law, therefore the 


had a Share in making their own 
Laws. 


(9) 
Laws. Thirdly, That the Law 
by was Umpier between King and 
veal People ; neither of them ought to 
ef infringe : "The Law limited them. 
thi This, Jna, the Great Saxon King, 
2ri& confirms: There & no Great Man, 
1 of faith he, nor any other in the whole 
lofff Kingdom, that may aboliſh Written 
mi Laws. It was allo agreat part of 
4 the Saxox Oath, adminiſtred to 
y the Kings, at their Entrance upon 
onfl the Government, to Maintain and 
Rule according to the Laws of the 
j Nation. 
ingh Their Parliament they. called 
nj} Picklemote, or Wittangemote. 
It conſiſte 1 of K7ng, Loras & People, 
$ before the Clergy interwove them» 
ſelves with the Civil Government. 
And Andrew Horn, in his Mirror of 
Juſtice, tellsus, That the Grana A/- 
ſembly of the Kzngdom in the Saxon 
ey time, was to confer of the Govern« 
wal 77e7t of Goa's People, how they raight 
VS, B 5 be 
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(10) 
be kept from Sin, in Quiet, 41d bavi 
Right done them, according to thi 
Cuſtoms and Laws. 

Nor did this Law end with tt 
Sex0n Race: William the Conque 
ror, as he is uſually called, quitting 
all claim by Conqueſt, gladly ſtoop 
ed to the Laws obſerved by tl 
Saxon Kings, and ſo became a Ki 
by Leave; valuing a Title by & 
leftion before that which is founde 
in Power only. He therefore, 
his Coronation, made a Solem 
Covenant to maintain the Good, A 
proved, | and Ancient Laws of thi 
Kinedom, and to Inhibit all Spoil a; 
Unjuſt Tudoment. | 

Abe: Benry the Firſt, hi 
Third Son, among other his Ti 
tles, mentioned in his Charter, t4 fe 
make Ely a Biſhoprick, calls himy 
{elf, Son of William che Great, why b 
by Hereditary Right ( not Con z: 
que?) ſucceeded King Eaward ( : | 


FT 
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(1) 

eh led the Confeſſor) in this Kingdom. 
ſ An Ancient Chronicle of Liech- 

| feld, ſpeaks of a Council of Lords 

that adviſed Will:aw of Normandy, 

Af To call together all the Nobles and 


1098 Wiſe Mer throughout their Counties 


of England, that they might ſet down 
their own Laws and C aſftoms ; which 


ingl was about the Fourth Year of his 


4 Reign : Which implies that they 
<q had Fundamental Laws, and that 

C he intended their Confirmation. 
my ' And one of the firſt Laws made 
by this King, which, as a notable 
Author faith, may be called the 
an Firſt Magna Charta in the Nor- 
4 az Times (by which he reſerved 
to himſelf nothing of the Free-men 
of this Kingdom, but their Free- 


_iF ſervice) in the Conelufion of it, 


faith, that The Lands of the Inha- 
bitants of this Kingdom were granted 
Wy #0 them in Inheritance of the Kjng, 
ana 


(12) 
and by the Common Council of t 
whole Kingdom; which Law dot! 
alſo provide, That they ſhall hok 
their Lands and Tenements well i 
quietly, and in Peace, frrom all un) 
Tax and Tillage : Which is furthe 
expounded in the Laws of Denry 
the Firſt,Chap.q\. That nd Tribute 
Tax ſhould be taken, but what was di 
in Edward the Confeſſor*s ' Tims 
So that the Norman _ claim 
other Right in the Lands and Pob 
ſeſſions of any of their Subjects, 
than according to Engliſh Law ant 
Right. 

And 1o tender were they of Pre 
pert; in thoſe times, that when Ja- 
fiicert (elf became Importunate 1na 
Cale, no Diitre(s could iffue withe 
out publick Warrant - obtained: 
Nor that neither, but upon Three 
Complaints firſt made. Nay, 
when Rape and Plunacr were Rite} 
and Men leem'd to have no moreſ] ' 
Riglt 
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(23) 
Right to their own, than they had 


$ Power to maintain, even then was 


this Law a ſufficient SanQtuary to 


of the Oppreſſed, by being publickly 


Pleaded at the Bar againſt all V/ar- 


af pation; though it were under the 


| Pretence of their Conqueror's 


Right it ſelf; as by the Cafeof Eq- 


win of Sharabourn in Camaens Bri. 


tannia, plainly appears. 
: The like Obligation to maintain 


J this Fundamental Law of Propevry, 
$ with the appendent Rights of the 


People, was taken by William Ru- 
fas, Henry the Firſt, Stephen, Hen- 
ry the Second,” Richard the” Firſt, 


| John,and Hepry the Third : Which 


brings me to that Famous Law, 
called, Magna Charta, or The Great 
Charter of England, of which more 
anon ; it being my Deſign to ſhew, 
That nothing of the Eſſential 
Rizhts of Engliſh Men was thereby, 
de novo granted, as in Civility to 
King 


(14) 
King Henry the Third it is termed 
but that they were therein or 
Repeated and Confirmed. Where 
fore I ſhall retura to Anteceden 
Times, to fetch dowa the remai 1 
ing Rights. | 
"hs ſecond part of this firſt Funs 
damental is, Liberty of Perſom, 
The Saxons were 1o tender in the 
point of Impriſonment, that there 
was little or no uſe made of it: 
Nor would they {o Puniſh their 
Bond-men, vincalis coercere rarum 
e 


In caſe of Debt or Damage, the 
Recovery thereof was either by a 
Delivery of the juſt Value in Goods, 
or, upon the Sheriffs Sale of the 
Goods, in Money ; and if that ſa. 
tisfied not, the Land was extend-' 

ed: And whea all was gone, they || « 
wereaccuſtomed to make their laſt 
Siezure upon the Party's Arms, and 
then he was reputed an Undone 
Man, 
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(15) 
&1 Man, and caſt upon the Charity of 
his Friends for Subſiſtence : But 
re@his Perſon was never Impriſon'd 
tf for the Deb: : Nognot in the King's 
inf} Caſe. And to the Honour of King 
I Alfred be it {| , He Impriſon'd 
oj one of his Jadges for Impriſoning 4 
Man in that Caſe. 

We find among his Laws this 
Paſſage, Qui immerentem Paganum 
it vinculs conſtrinxerit, decem ſolidis 
cir noxam ſarcito: © That if a Man 
mm © ſhould Imprifon his Yaſſal ' or 

i © Bondman Unjuſtly, his Purgation 
hel © of that Offence ſhould not be 
all © leſs than the Payment of Ten 
Is, | © Shillings : A Summ very conſi- 
ef derable in thoſe days, more than 
= | Ten Pounds now. 

1.5 Nor did the Revolution fromSax- 
y | 2» to Norman drop this Priviledge: 
+ | For beſides the general Confirma- 
df tion of former Rights by Wil- 
e | ltam,Surnamed the Conqueror, his 


yon 


(16) 
Son Penry the Fir/, particular 
took ſuch Care of continuing Thi$J] 
part of Property, inviolable, that, i 
his Time, no Perſon was to be ImF- 
priſen'd for committing of Mortd' 
Crime it elf, unleſs he were firl 
attainted by the Verdi of Twely 
Men ; that 1s, a Jury, which w: 
to be of the Neighbourhood. 
Thus much for the firſt of my-F, 
Three Fundamentals, Right off cr 
Eſtate, and Liberty of Perſon : Thatf rr 
15to fay, I amno Man's Bond-man fo 
and what I Poſfeſs is Abſolutely Mint R 
Own. i th 
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"ql. A Uoting of every 
Ll. LAW that is. made, 
4... whereby that Owner- 


rl ſhip 02 P2opezty may 
14 be maintained. 


This ſecond Fundamental of our 

my Engliſh Government, wasno In- 

Wl croachment upon theKings of more 

hat modern Ages, but extant long be- 

an} fore the Great Charter made in the 

UM Reign of Hen..-IIT. Even as early as 

'J the Br:itaiz*s themſelves ; and that 

"4 it continued to the time of Hex: 3. 
is evident from ſeveral Inſtances. 

Ceſar, in his Commentaries, 

tells us, That it was the Cuſtom of 

the Brittiſh Cities to_ Elect their 

A] General, or Commarider-in Chief, 

in Caſe of War ? Dion aſſtires us, 

in the Life of Severus the Empe- 

ror, That in Bri#tain the People 

held 
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held a Share in Power and GC 
vernment ; whichis the modeſte 
Conftruftion his Words will bear i 
And Tacitug inthe Life of Agrigf i 
pe, ſays, They had a Commay 
Council, and that one great Reaſc 
of their Overthrow by the Rowan 
was, their not Conſulting with, 4 
Reljing «pon their Common Council 
Again, Both Bedaz and Mat. Wef 
miner. tell us, That the Britain 
ſummoned a Synod, choſe thei 
Moderator, and expell'd the Pel 

ian Creed, All which ſuppoſe 

opular Aſſemblies, with Power t 
order National Afﬀairs. | 

And indeed, the Learned Ay 
thor of the Brittiſþ Councils gives 
ſome Hints to this Purpoſe, 7 
they had a Common Council, and 
call'd it Kyfr-y-then. 

The Saxons were not inferiou 
to. the Britaix's in this Point, and 
Story furniſheth us with mc 

an 
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and plainer Proofs. 'They brought 
al this Liberty along with them, and 
ar it was not likely they ſhould looſe 
riff it, by Tranſporting themſelves 
into a Country where they alſo 
found it. Tacitas reports it to have 
anjj been generally the German-Liber» 
and ty, like unto the Concio of the 4- 
il thenians and Lacedemonians, 
a They called their Free-men F24- 
zF lingi, aad Theſe had Votes in the 
ing and Executing the general 
Laws of the Kingdom. 
In Ethelbert's time, after the 
 Monck As/tin's Inſinuations had 
4 made his Followers a Part of the 
ig Government, the Commune Concy- 
veil liuns was tam Cleri quam Populi, as 
nah well Clergy as People. In Ina's time, 
nd} Suaſu * enſtituto Epiſcoporum , 
omnium Senatorum & natu majus 
io Yam p_— populi ; © Biſhops, 
ndj © Lords, and Wiſe Men of t 


J © People. Alfred after him re- 
nd form®d 


- 
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form'd the former Laws, Conſul 
Jenny theAdvice of theSage 
of the Kingdom. Likewiſe Mat 
ters of- Publick & General Charge 
in Caſe of War, &c. we have 
ganted in the Aſſembly, Rege, Bars 
nibus & Populo, By the King, Ba 
rons and People. And though the 
Saxon Word, properly imports the 
Mecting of Wiſe Men,yet Fll th: 
would come might be preſent, and 
interpoſe their Like or Diſlike 
the preſent Propoſition : As that c 
Jna,ir magna ſervorum Dei freque / 
tia, Again, Commune Conciliu 
ſenioram & populorum totius regnt 
* The Common Council of the El 
* ders, or Nobles, and People of the 
* whole Kingdom. The Council 
of Winton, Ann.855. 1s faid to be it 
the Preſence of the Great Men,alio 
rumg,; fidelinm infinit a multitudine ; 
« And an Infinite Multitude of 6 
<* ther Faithful People ; which was 
nigh 
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nigh Four Hundred Years before 
the Great Charter was made. 

My laſt Inſtance of the Saxon 

Apes ſhall be out o % Cy of 
the learned Ez nl Knight, Y. 
1 Spelman: © The Saxon Wittan- 

« gemote 07 Parliament (faith he) 
J © i 4 Convention of the Princes, as 
J © well Biſhops as Magiſtrates, and 
« the Free People of the Kingdom : 


Q © And that the faid Wittangemote 
off * conſulted of the common Safety i 


& Peace and War, and for the Pro- 
© motion of the common Good. 
mBilliam of Normanay choſe ra- 
ther zo rely upon thePoeple's Conſent, 
than his own Power to obtain the 
King dom. He Swore to them to 
maintain their o/d Laws and Privi- 
ledges; they to him Obedience for 
Is ſo Governing of them : For, as 
a certain Author hath it, He bound 
himſelf to be Juſt , that be might 
be Great ; and the People to ſubmit 


Fo 
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to Juſtice, that they might be Fretyua 
In his Laws, C. 55. © We by thaper 
* Common Council of the wholdfm 
« Kingdom,have granted the People P 
« [ ands to them in Inheritance, ardpav 
& cording 10 iheir Ancient Laws. $0"! 

Matters of general Expexce upon{f#s 
the whoſe Body of the People 
were ſettled by this Great Council 
eſpecially in the Charge of Armi 
impoſed upon the Subject, The 

Law faith it to have been done b 
the Commune Concilium of the Kings 
dom. | 

So WD. Rufus and Yenry th 

Firſt, were received by the common 
Conſent of the People. And Ste- 
phen'sWords were, Ego Stephanus, - 
Dei gratia, Aſſenſu Cleri & Populi in An 
Regno Anglie Eleftugs, &c. © I Sre-y0! 
« phen, by the Grace of God, andJc0! 
«* Conſent of the Clergy and People, | 

** Choſen King of England, &c. 50 thi 
King John was choſen, Tam Cleri$ 


quam 


b 
n 
] 
©( 
c 
Ic 


tu? 
£ 
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rethuem Populi unanimi conſenſu & fas 
th&ore, © By the Favour and Unani- 
old* mous Con/ert of the Clergy and 
dleif® People : And his Qzeer 18 (aid to 
a:ave been ' Crown'd de communi 
| Fonſenſa & concordi voluntate Ar- 
xon$11epiſcoporum, Comitam, Baronum, 
fer: & Populi totius Regni, i. e. 
cilf* by the common Aſſerr and una- 
mt nimous Good-will of the Arch- 
helf® Biſhops, Biſhops, Counts, Barons, 
byſſ* Clergy and People of the whole 
Ef Kingdom. King Edv. r. alſo de- 

ired Money of the commune Conci- 
heYium or Parliament, *as you have 
on given in my time, and that of 

© my Progenitors, Kings, &c. 

All which ſhows, that it was 
Antecedent to the Great Charter , 
not the Rights therein repeated and 
confirmed, but the 4% it (elf. 

And King John's Reſignation of 
the Crown to the Pope, being 

{queſtion'd upon ſome Occaſion in 
Eaward 
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Edward III Time, it was agree; 
upon, that he-had »o Power to do af-F* 
without the Conſent of the Duke + 
Prelates, Barons, and Commons : ff A 
lays the Parl. Roles. 47 

And as Paradoxal as 'any man 
pleaſe to think it, *tis the great Inſt 
tereſt of a Prince, that: the Pegſſ 
ple ſhould have. a Share in th@"F 
making of their own Laws; wherF# '! 
*ris otherwiſe, they are no Ky7ngF 
of Free-men, but Slaves, and thol 
their Exzemzes for making them ſa 
Leges nulla alia cauſa nos tenent} 
quam quod juadicio popult recept 
ſunt; *The Laws (faith Ulpian) d IS 
« therefore oblige the People, bef] 1 
« cauſe they are allowed cf bye 
« their Judgment. And Gratza he 
in Dec. diſtin, 4. Tum demum huff* ' 
mane leges habeat vim ſuam, cunf® 
furrint non modo inſtitute, ſea etl 1 
ma firmate Approbatione Communif,* 
tatis: © It is then ( faith he) thatf&® 

Humante 


1 
S 
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{Humane Laws have their due 
iÞ Force, when they ſhall not only 
f 'be deviſed, but confirnv'd by the ' 
| Approbation of the People. 
4 I. It makes Men' Dzligent, and 
naffncreaſeth Trade, which advances 
Infhe Revenue: For where Mer are 
atot Free, they will never ſeek to 
zSnprove, becauſe they are not-ſure 
rf what Ng have, and leſs of” 
nuartthey get. 
of8 11. It Frees the Prince froth the 
alouſie and Hate of. his People; 
»t$©d conſequently, the Trouples: * 
pt od Danger that tollow; and makes: 
dis Province ealte and fafe. 
be 1H. If any” Inconveniency; at» 
nds the Exccution of any. Law, 
-, "the Price is not tobe blam'd: 
haÞt 1s their own Fault that made 
m_ [1 iLA67 
M4 1 ſhall now proceed to the Third 
ni @ndanental, and by plain *'Evi- 
atfience prove it ro have been a 
T5 C material 


( 26 | 
material part of the Governme 
before the Great Charter was: 
nated. 


HT. Jus People have a 
flu 


ence upon, an; 
F great Share in tle 
FJudicatozy Power,s 


That it was a Brittiſh Cufta L 

F will not affirm, but have ſorifr 

Reaſon to ſuppoſe : For if the S4Me: 

" 0x5 had brought it with them, this 

would allo have left it behin v 

them, and in all likelyhood thafs 

would have beeg ſome Footſteſ 1 

in Saxony of ſuch 'a Law or Ci 

'ftom, which we find not. .I wi” 

gy enter the Liſts with any abalff  / 

: This {hall ſuffice me, that wit 

find i itearly among the Saxons pm 

- this Country ; ard it they,-a Fagan 

Pcople in their own Country, {| : TI 
tlie. 
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ling themſeves here as a new 
$ Whnted Colony, did ſupply what 
Sas defective in their own Go- 
Ferament, or add ſome new Free- 
{Yom to themſelves, as all Planters 
"Wire wont todo; which areas thoſe 
arit and Corner Stones, their Po- 
terity, with all Care and Skill, 
re to build upon, That, it ſelf, will 
Yerve my turn to-prove it a Fan- 
erenta/: That is, ſuch a firſt 
off@renciple in our Ergliſh Govern- 
tient, by the Agreement of the 
thitcople, as ought zo to be Violated. 
hi would not be underſtood of the 
haVeamber, but of the Way of Tryal : 
tel mean, that Mez were not. to be 
OC ondenned but by the Votes of. the 
ce 11267, - gs” 
ol NN. Bacon thinks that in Ruder 
t will imes the Multitud? Tryed all 
;5 Þmong themſelves; and fancies it 
Eatame from the Grec as, who De- 
@crmin'd Controverlies by the Suf- 
lick} GY frage * 


” 


)J \ 
5 
frage bf 34. or the major part }* ' 
them. on © | 
Be it as it will, Jarzes the Sa 
ons had; for in the Laws of Ki 
- Etheldzed,about z oo Years bek 
the Entrance of the Norman Dull 
we find Enacted, 7» ſingulis 
turis, &c. Thus, Englilh'd, © 
« every Hundred let there be a Co 
& ad let Twelve Ancient Free-m 
&« together with the Lord of the 
« dred, be ſworn, that they will 
& Condewn the Innocent,or Acquitl 
& Guilty, And fo ſtrict were Thifler 
of thoſe Ages, in obſerving t 
Fundamental Way of Judicat 
that Alf2ed put one of his Jud 
to Death, for paſſing Sentence up 
a Verdift (corruptly obtaur'd) 
on the Votes of the Jurors, 7 
of twelve being in the Negati 
If the Number was lo ſacred, 
was the Conſtitution it ſelf ? 


\ 
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rt” The very ſame King Executed 
Waother of bis Judges for paſſing 
Saentence of Death upon an Temora- 
Ky ws return'd by the Jary ; and a 
el@hird,for Condemning a Man upon 
umn Inqueſt taken ex officio, when as 
he Delinquent had not put him- 
Welf upon their Tyral. More of 
is Juſtice might be mention'd 
Even 1n this very Caſe. 

There was allo a Law made in 
[ Whe time of Athe/ared, when the 
mBritens and Saxons began to 
Werow tame to each other, and 1n- 
Fercommon amicably, that faith, 
tum Let there be T welve Men of Unatr= 
d* /1nding, &c. Six Engliſh and Six 
up Welſh, 2nd let them deal Juſt ice, 

) W* 52th to Engliſh and Welch, 
tm Allo in thole ſimple times, It 
tiſa Crime extended but to ſome . 
ſhameful Puniſhment, as Pillory or 
SV ippine ( the laſt whereof, as 
J uſual as it has been "with us, was 
C 3 » 10- 
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inflicted only upon their Bo 
men) the Pennance might be 
duc*'d to a Ranſom, according 

the Nature of the Fault ; bur 
muſt be Afeſt in the Preſo** 
of the Judge, and by the Twell© 
that is, the Jury of Frilings 
Free-men. 

Hitherto Stories tells us of 7! 
als by Jaries, and thoſe” to. ha 
conſiſted, in general Terms, 
Free-men : But Per Pares, 
by Equals, came after, occaſion 
by the conſiderable Saxons, nef* 
lecting that Service, and leavit 
.It to the Inferiour People, who lol * 
the Bench, Their Ancient Righ 
becauſe they were not thougl 
Company for a Judge or Sher 
And-allo from the growing Pri 
of the Dazes, who flighted ſuch 
« Rural Tudicature, and deſpiſed tl 
Fellowſhip of the mean Saxon Fre 
men 7 publick Service. The Wil 


Sax 
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4x0 King perceiving this,and the 
Dangerous Conſequence of ſub- 
mitting the Lives and Liberties of 
ie Iyferiour ( but not leſs uſeful 


ſatcople) to the Dittats of any ſuch 


davghty Humour; and on the 0- 
her: hand, of ſubjecting the No- 
bler Sort to the Saffrage of the In- 
Wferior Rank, did, with the Advice 
of his Wittangemote or Parliament, 
yrovide a third Way, more Equal 
ind Grateful, and by Agreement 
with Gunthurn the Dazxe, {ctrled 
the Law of Peers, or Equals; whieh 


in. the Envy of Nations; but the 


famous Priviledge of our Engliſh 

J People : One of thoſe T hree Pillars 

the Pabrick. of this ancient- and 
ree Government ſtands upon. 


- This Benefit gets Strength by 
Time, and is receiv*d by the Nor- 
man=-Dake and his Succeſlors; and 

not only confirm'd in the lump 


©< ® of 
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of other Priviledges, but in on 
notable Caſe, for all which mig ; 
- be brought to prove, that the fund 
mental Privileages, - mentioned | 
the Great Charter, 9. of Hen. wel 
Before It. The Story 15 more 4 
large deliver'd by our learned Se 
dey: But thus, William havi 
given his halt Brother Oao, a larg# 
Territory in Kyzt, with the Ea 
dom; and he taking Advantage 
the King's beine aiſþpleaſed with t 
Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury, to PC 
{ets himſelf of ſome of the Lands 
that See; Lanafrank, that ſucceedii 
cd the Arch- Biſhop, inform'd he 
of, petition'd the King for Juſtice 
ade legem terre, according tail 
theLaw of the Land: Upon whick 
the Kzzg flummon'd a County-Ceart 
where the Debate laſted thredſ 
Days, before the Free-men of Ken 
in the Preſence of Lords and Biſt 
09s, and others skilful in the Law 
| anc 


"wu 


| Wh) 
1d 'the of agent paſled for the 


ofrch-Biſihop UPON THE 
4 OTES OF THE FREE 
WE: which hope) ſui 
+By all which iris(TI ho uit- 
> ah and ts Sanifeſt. 
8d, that theſe three Principles, viz. 
inf 7. That Engliſh men have the 
oVlone Right of Poſſeſſion and 
piſpoſirion'of what is theirs. 
2, That they are Parties to 
e Laws of their Country, foz. 
oWFhe WPaintenance the2eof. 
0 3- That they have an Jnfln- 
edEnce npon, and a real Share im. 
rhe Judicatory Power, that 
caapplys thoſe Laws have been 
Flc Ancient Rights of the King- 
clfom, and common Baſlts of the 
rtFGovernment : "That which Kyz2s, 
eggunder all Revolutions have Sworz 
zo maintain, and Hiltory affords us: 
Wo many Preſidents to conhrm.. S0 
that the Great Charter made in the. 
C5 9th 
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gth of Denry the III. wasnot h in 


Nativity, but Reſtoration of All 
cient Priviledges from abuſes. Þ 
Grant of New Rights, but a Ml 


| 

8 
' 0 

{ 


Grant, or Corfirmation Rather une 


Ancient Laws and Liberties, volt 
ted by King John,and reſtored 
his Succeſſor, at the Expence v 


4 


long and bloody fel whi t& 


ſhewed them as refolnte to ke 

as their Anceſtors had been care 

ro make thole excellent Laws: 
And fo I am come to the Gre 

Charter, which is comprehenfi 

of what T have already been © 

courfing, and which I ſhall brict 


touch upon, with thoſe ſuccefirg <* 


Statutes that have been made W 
Honour and Preſervation of it. I} ,£ 


T ſhall rehearſe ſo much of it a © 
falls within the Conl1deration a « 


the foregoing Matter ( which' 
a great deal 1n a little ) with ſom 
thiok 


£ 


Tr, 
ie 


dt 
off 


| « \ Barons, Sheriffs, P; ovoſts, 
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ting of the Formality of Grant 
a d Czrſe; that this age may ſee, 
ith what Reverence and Circum- 
peftion our Anceſtors govern'd 


themſelves in Confirming and Pre- 


xrving of it, 


& Henry, by the Grace of 
© Gol King of England, &c. 
& Toall Arch: Biſhops, Earls, 


I 


re « « Officers, unto all Bailifts, 


* and 0ur faitt ful Subjects, 


W* who /hall ſee this preſent 


. by * Charter, Greeting, Know 


© ye, that we, unto the 0 


1< nour of Almighty God, 


«1nd for the thorn of 


i &* the Souls of -our Pr OgC= 
Jy <<  nicors, and our Succeflors, 


A King 'S 
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** Kings of, England, to t 
** Advancement of Ho 
* Church, and Amendme 
* of our .Realm, of offi 
«© meer and free Will have glff 
«© ven and granted to :alf 
© Arch-Biſhops, gc. an: 
© to all Free-men « « this ou 
« Realm , theſe . Liberti 
*© underwritten, tv be hold 
'©en and kept. in this ou «« 
* Realm of England for & 


** VELMOTIC. 1, 


"$ 
Tho? in Honour to the King, 
is fatd to be out of his meer am 
freeM/ill, as 1t it were his meer Fa 
vour, yet the Qulification of the 
Perſons, he 1isfaid togrant the er 
kwivg Liberties to, ihews, thal 
chew i 


(37) 
they are Terms of Formality, viz. 
'To all Free-men of this Realm. 
23 Which ſuppoſes there were Free- 
-men before this Graunt; and that 
(character alſo Implies they muſt 
ol have had Laws and Liberties: Con- 
oF ſequently, this was not an Infran- 
 chiſing of them, bur a confirming 
Ng to Free-men their juſt Priviledges | 
"ll they had before. The Words of 
+ the Charter are theſe. 


16 

6 «© A Freeman (hall not be 
« Amerced-for a (ma)l-Fault, 
& but after the Ouantity of 
& the Fault, and for a great 
<&* Fault, after the Manner 
* thereof, laving to him - 
« his Contenements or Free- 


« bold: And a Merchant 


on 


© likewiſe ſhall be amerced, 
ſaving 


—_ 
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« ſaving to him his Mex 
& chandize; and none of tf 
« ſaid Amercements ſhall Þ 
« afſefled, but by the Oatl 
©of good and honeft Met 
& of the Vicinage, | 
© No free man {hall Di 

* taken or Impriſon'd, nor þ 
&« diftezed of his free-bold” 0 
6 e} Liberties, or free Cuſtom 
* or be outlaw*'d 'or exiled 

* or any other ways deftroy! 

"Y WM ; nor we ſhall not paſs] ;, 
* upon him, nor condemny| 9 
* him, but by Lawful Fudg) % 
yet of his DCcers, or by FN / 

« Law of the Land, Weſf 
b 

C 


Wy We - 


wo . " a- 
Q : : 


© 8 >= 2g 


« ſhall ſell to no Man, we! 
« ſhall deny, or defer to! 
94 60 
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MI no Man, either Jaftice or 
f Right. 


th ;..I ftand amazed, how any Man 
eff an have the Conhidence to lay, 
© Theſe Priviledges were extorted by the 
J Barons Wars, when the King de- 
gl clares,that what he did herein,was 
done Facelyz Or that they were 
New Priviledges, when the very 
:Tenour of the Words proves the 
contrary : For Freehold, Liberties, 
or Free Cuſtoms, are by the Char. 
ter it {elf ſuppoſed to be in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Free men at the ma- 

J king and publiſhing thereof. For 
ny oblerve, No Free-man ſhall be ta- 
7.4 ken 02 impriſon'd:; Then he was 
Free : "This Liberty 1s his Right. 
Again, No Free man ſhall be 
CF dilleized of his frecho.d, Li- 
ef berties oz free Cuſtoms, Then 
ON Ertainly he was Poſſeſſion of 
= Them: 
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them: And that great Doctor inliff 
. the Laws of Exgland, Chict Ju 4zi 
{tice Cook, in his Proem to the 2YGo 
Part of his Inſtitutes, tells us, thaous 
theſe Laws and Liberties were gath Jiot 
ed and obſerved, amone it other's, 11 agCo 
intire Volumn, by KRyng Edward-/ ter, 
Confeſſor; confirmed byW/ill;am,tifof 
named the Conqueror; which wer@ii 
afterwards ratified by Flexry thay Or 
firſt; enlarged by Herr the fea ao! 
10 his Conſtitutions at, Clarendon ri 
and after much Conteſt,and Bloody © 
{pilt, between King. Tohn and the © 
Barons concerning. them, were © 
tolemnly eſtabliſhed at Runnings __ 
Mead by St anes : And laſtly,brought 
to their former -Station, and Ml i 
litd by this King Henry theThird, 
in the 9th Year of his Reign. 

And though Evil Counlſcllorsy | 
would have provok'd him ta 


void his Father's AQ and hr 


awn, as.if the firſt had been the 
EA 
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 RERfeR. of Force, the other of Non- 
ge; yet it fo pleased Almighty 
WGod, who hath ever been Propiti- 
12Jous to this Ungrateful land, that 
Fino the 20 Year of his Reign, he did 
Confirm and Compleat this Char- 
ter, for a perpetual Eſtabliſhment . 
WWof Liberty to all Free-bory Eng- 
(4þ Men, and their Heirs for ever : 
hey Ordaining, Qz0d contravenientes per 
dominum Regem, cum convitti furs 
rint, graviter puniantar. i, e, * But 
od © whoſoever ſhould Act any Thing 
hell © contrary to theſe Laws, upon 
rel © Conviiion ſhould be grievouſly 
294 © Puniſhed by our Lord the King. 
ht And 1n the 22th Year of his Reign, 
1b it was Confirmed by the Statute 
40 of Marleb, Chap. 5. And ſo Vene» 
rable an Eſteem have our Anceftors 
"88 had for this Great Charter, and 
of indiſpenſibly neceſſary have they 
19] thought it to their own and Po- 
helj ſterities Felicity, that it hath been 
, above 
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above T hirty Times Ratifed, auf; 
Commanded,uader great Pera/tiggc 
to be put in Execution, Wee 1 


"4 


Here are the Three Fundamelllh 
tals Comprehended and ExprelWanc 


to have been the Rights and Pnlly. . 
viledges of Engliſh Men. 

I. Ownerſhip, confo/ting of 
berty and Property. In that it ja Juc 
poſes Engliſh Men 70 be Free, ther 
Liberty : Next,that they have Fre 
holds, :here*s Property. 7 

IL. That they have the Voting @ 
their own Laws: For that was a 
Ancient Free Cuſtom, as I hawe al 
ready Provd, aud all ſuch Caſtons 
are expreſly Confirmed by this Greal 
Charter: Beſides, the People belp? 
to make 1t. 

HI. An Influence upon, ana. 
real Share in the Judicatory Power ir 
in the - Execution and Application 1 
T hereof. | Tl 

This 
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I This is a Subſtantial Part, Thrice 
provided for in thoſe ſixteen Lines 
Yo the Great Charter before Re- 
Shers'd: 1. That no Amercement ſhall 
Mir Aſſeſſed, but by Oath of Good 
<Fand Honeſt Men of the Vicinage. 
2. Nor we ſha not paſs upon him, 
wor condemn him, but by Lawful 
Jud 7ment of his Peers. 3. Or by 
aw of the Land : Which 1s 
Synonimous, or a Saying of equal 
2 Senfication with Lawful Judg- 
IF ment of Pecrs: For Law of the 
ON Land, and Lawfnl Judement of 
w Peers, are the Proprium quarto mo» 
"F 4, or Eſſential Qualities of theſe 
my Chapters of our Great Charter ; 
on being'communicable Om:, ſoli 6 
"og ſemper, to all and every Clauſe 
F thereof alike. 

4 Chief Juſtice Cook well obſerves, 
og in his Second Inſticutes, that per. 
uy Leger Terre, or by the Law of the 
F Land, imports no more than a 
'” Tryat 


(44), , 
Tryal by Proceſs, and Writ origin 4 
at common Law; which cannotleen 
without the Lawful Judgment 0 
. Equals, or a Common Jury : Thenf#h 
fore per Legale Fudicium Pariums, WW 
the Lawful Judgment of Peers 
and per Legem Terre, by the La 
of the Land, plainly ſ1gnifie t 
ſame Priviledge to the People. WF 
that it 15 the Judgment of t 
Free-men of Ezelana, which giv 
the Caf, and turns the Scale: 
Engliſh Juſtice, 


4 


Theſe Things being ſo evident 
ly prov*d by long Uſe, and ſeve 
Laws, to have been the Firſt Pri 
ciples or Fundamentals of the Enj 


gl Free Government, I tak 
eave to Propoſe this Queſtion 

May the Free People of England 
jaſtly Deſſeized of al, or any of the) 
Fundamentals without their Conſe! 
Collefttively ? 


- 
4 
- 
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ind 4nfiv. With Submiſſion, I con- 

eleeive, or ; for which I ſhall pro- 
Wouce, firſt my Revſors, then Au- 


1. Through the Brittiſh, Saxon 
A and Norman : 1Mmes, the P eople of 
tithis Ind have been reputed and 
calPd Free-men by Kings, Parlia- 
ments, Records and Hiſtories : And 
as a So ſuppoſes a Father, fo Free- 
men {ſuppoſe freedom. T his Qua- 
F lification imports an Abſolute 
IJ Right: Such a Right as none has 
J Right to Diſſeize or Diſpoſſeſs an 
g Engliſh Man of : | Therefore an 
S Unalterable Fundamental Part of + 
the Government. 


t 


IT. It can never be thought, that 
they intruſted any Rare Ratolibes 
with theſe Capital - Priviledges, 
further than to uſe their beſt Skill 
F to Secure and Maintain Them. 
They 
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They never ſo Delegated or Init | 
power'd any Men, that, de jaillyio 


they could deprive them of thilftt 
Qualification? And « Fado 
Jus nou valet Argumentam : Fl! 
the Queſtion is not, What Ma 
be done ? but what Ought to Wi 
aone ? Overſcers and Stewan 

are Impower'd, not to Arenal 
but Preſerve and Improve othWRz 
Mens Inheritances. No Owners « 
liver their Ship and Goods inlWrzc 
4 


any Man's Hands to give the 
away, or run upon a Rock 3 nalfſtt 
ther do they conſign their Aﬀ/fauſan 
to Agents or Factors without Igi 
mitation. All Trafts ſuppoſe ſudif® 
a Fundamental Right in them tha 
give them, and for whom tha St 
Truſts are, as is altogether Indil H 
ſolvable by the "Truſtees. The ta 
Truſt is the Liberty and Property ol C 
the People ; the Limitation is, that A 
th it, 


| 4 » Bip 
Init ſhould not be Invaded, but In- 
jayiolably Preſerved, according to 

the Law of the Land. | 

= 
01. If Saws Populi be Suprema 
Lex, the Safety of the People the 
» Wikheheſt Law, as {ay ſeveral of our 
Ancient Famous Lawyers and Law- 
raBooks ; then fince the aforeſaid 
uRzhts are,as the Simnews that 
hold together this Free Body Poli- 
neck; It follows, They are at leaſt 
emma part of the Supreme Law, and 
natherefore ought to be a Rale 
mand Limit to all Subſequent Le- 

iſlation. 

a IV. The Eſtate goes before the 
Steward,the Foundation before the 
i Houſe, People before their Repreſen= 
Teff tatives, and the Creator before the 
i Creature. The Steward Lives by 
uy Preſerving the Eſtate ;. the Houſe 

of ſtands by Reaſon of its Foundati- 

| on ; 


py 
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on; the Repreſentative depends ufhe ar 
on the People, as the CreatuleF 
ſubliſts by the Power of-its Cre 
tor, | 
Every Repreſentative .may Whit 1 
called, the Creature ih the Peopl@ear: 


« 
© 4 
4 


becauſe the People make them, an 
to Them they Owe their Beir 
Here is no Tranſeſſentiating or Trailple: 
ſubſt «ntiating of Being,from Peoplihieſe 
to Repreſentative, no more thai 
there 1s an abſolute TT ransferrinÞiz. 
of a Title in a Letter of Atorney. Wez: 
The very Term Repreſent abiallþy 
is enough to the contrary : Whertrl 
fore as the Houſe cannot ſtaniWur 
without its Foundation, nor tle 
Creature {ubſiſt without its CrelW@#/ 
tor; ſo can there be Vo Repreſel@Qua 
tative without a People, nor thalve 
People Free, which all along is infTh 
tended (as inherent to, and inſepaÞ t 
rable from the Exeliſþ Peopleſthe 
without. Freedom ; nor can thenInot 
4s 


(49) 
any Freedom without ſomething 
yFandamental, 
M1n ſhort, I would fain know of 
iy Man how the Branches can 
t up the Root of the Tree that 
ars them ? How any Repreſenta- 
e, that is not only a meer Truſt 
g preſerve Fundamentals, the Peo- 
es Inheritance; but that 1s a Re- 
Wreſentative that makes Laws, by 
frtue of this Fundamental Law, 
iz, that the People have a Power in 
Leziſlation (the 2d Principle prov'd 
y me) can have a Right to Remove 
Deſtroy that Fundamental? The 
Fundamental makes the People 
WPFree, this Free People make a Re- 
ereſent ative ; Can this Creature un- 
qualifie its Creator ? What Spring 
er roſe higher than its Head ! 
he Repreſentative is at beſt but 
an true Copy, an Exemplification ;; 
me Free People are the Or:27pa), 
Wot Cancellable by a Tranſcript : 
_ D And * 
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And if that Fundamental whigg&9 
gives to the People a Power of 186: 
giſlation, be not Nulable by t 
Repreſentative, becauſe it mal; 
them what they are ; much. I 
can that * Repreſentative Diſſeli# 
Men of their Liberty and Proper 3 
the firſt Great Fundamental, thi 
is, Parent of this Other; and whit 
Intitles to a Share in making Law 
for the Preſerving of the firſt I? 
violable. | 


Nor 1s the Third Fundamer 
other than the neceſſary ProduRti 
of the two firſt, to intercept 
trary Deſigns,” and make Poli 
Legal: For where the People haliſ®** 
not a Share in Judgement, that WY 
in.the Application, as well as mf 
king of the Law, the other | 
are Imperfect; open to daily I i 
vaſion, ſhould it be our Infelic el 


ever to. have a Yiolent Pring8** 
Fol 


"WY 
hlfor as Property is every day ex- 
boyd, where thoſe that have it 
deſtitute of Power to Hedge 
about by Law-making ; ſo thoſe 
lat have both, if they have not 
Ws Share in the Application of the 
Saw, how caſily is that Hedge 
[ Woken down ? 

And indeed, as it is a moſt Juſt 
ind Neceſſary, as well as Ancient 
nd Honourable Cuſtom, ſo it is 
the Princes Intereſt : For ſtill the 

People are concern'd in the Incon- 
ences with'him, and he is freed 
rom the Temptation of doing Ar- 
ary Things, and their Impor- 

w (iT nities, that might elſe have ſome 
| Fretence for ſuch Adreſſes, as well 
s from the Miſchiefs that might 
| enſuc ſuch Actions, It might be 
; ens h to ſay, that there are above 
ll = Statutes now in Print, 
' es Its venerable Antiquity, 
that Warrant and Confirm thisd.e- 
D 4 gale 
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gale Juaicium Parium ſuorum, or thefl ; 
ryal of Engliſh Men by their Of 

But T ſhall hint at a few I 
ſtances: "The firſt is, The Earl MT 
Lancaſter, in the 14th of Edw, Ws 
adjndged to dye without Lawilf«, 
Tryal of his Peers: And afte«; 
wards Hepry Earl of Lancaſfer.| 
Brother, was Reſtored. The, Ra 
{ons given were two: 1. Becaul;. 
the or Thomas was not Arraign 
and put to Anſwer. 2. That | 
was put to Death without Anſwi | 
or Lawful Judgment of his Peer 
The like Proceedings were in tl 
Caſe of John of Gaunt, p. 
Coram Rege. And in the Earl of M:;; 
rundePs Caſe,Rot.Parl. 4 FN 'F 
13. Allo in Sir John Alee”s 
4 Eaw, [IT. n.'2. Such was.the De” 
ſftruftion committed on the Lc n: 


V 
6 
: 


aZings in the Tower of Lonal , 
by Richard the ITI. But above: 
[4 


C339-. 
Y:he Attainder of Tho, Cromwel, 
Er! of Eſſex, who was attainted 
of High Treaſon, as appears Rot. 
Parl. 32. Hep. 8. of which, faith 
Chicf Taſtice Cook, as I remember, 
Fs Let Oblivion take away the Memo- 
"* ry of ſo foul a Fatt, if it can; if 
ay not, however, let Silence cover it, 
wo *Tis true, there was a Statutc 
*F obtained in the 11th of Denry the 
*F-7th, in Defiance of the Great Char 
*F ir, which Authoriz'd ſeveral Ex- 
 3F_aQtions, contrary to the Free Chi-* 
y Toms of this Realm : Particularly 
in the Caſe of Jaries, both Seſſinz 
and Puniſbing, by Juſtices of Aſſize, 
and of the Peace, without the Fi- 
Fang and Preſentment of Twelve 
-'_Free-meny., Epſon and Dudley 
ll vere the great Actors of thoſe Op- 
48 .prefſions ; but they were Neng'd 
"9 .tor their Pains, and that Iliegal 
70 Ntatute repealed in the 1// of Hex- 
he ry the 8h Ch. 6. 
oy D 3 The 
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The Confequence is plain ; Thalj: 
Fundamentals give Rale to Ats C 
Parliament, elſe why was the Sal; 
tute of the 8:h Eaw. 4. Ch.'2.. A 
Liveries and Information, by tf; 
Diſcretion of the Judges, to ſtanfl# 
as an Nriginal ; and this of thi, 
-11th of Henry the 7h, repealell 
as Jllegal ? For, therefore at 
Thing 1s Unlawful, becauſe; 
Tranſzreſſeth a Law. But wha 
Law can an A# of Parliameal 
Tranſgreſs, but that which is Fung: 
damental ? Therefore Tra! by J +2 
ries or Lawful Judgment of Equal. 
is by Ads of Parliament confeſt Wi # 
be a Fundamental Part of our } 
vernment. And becauſe Chis 
Juſtice Cook is fo generally B F 
ſteem'd an Oracle of rhe Law, 
ſhall in its proper place preſent yay c 
with his Judgment upon the wholg 7, 
Matter, __ - 
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V. Theſe Fundamentals are Un- 
3 Ml aterable by a Repreſent ative, which 
"were the Reſult and Agreement of 
WM En7/iſb Free-men Collectively, the 
"WF Ancienter Times not being ac- 
J quainted with Repreſentatives : 
For then the Free-men met- in 
+8 their own Perſons. In all the 
—Y Sexox .Story we find no Mention 
_ of any ſuch Thing ; for it was the 
= Kine, Lords and Free-men : The 
== Elders and People. And at the 
Counſel of Winton, in $55- is re- 
38 ported to have been preſent, the 
k Great Men of the Kingdom, and an 
6d Infinite Multitude of ocher faith- 
fe! People. Allo That,of King Jna, 

the commbn Council of the Elders and 
_ of the whole Kingdom : 
hat is, the moſt or generality of 
if the Free-men of- the Kingdom ; 
% for all might. come that pleaſed. 

*1 Is it not to be doubted but this 

continued after the Norman Times, 


D 4 and 
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and that at Ranning- Mead b 3 
| Stanes, the Free-men of Englani hu 
were Perſonally Preſet at the Cori + 
firmation of that Great Charter ,"u,ve 
the Reign of King Joby. But 
the Ages grew more Humane, an. 
Free with reſpect to YVillains an 
Retainers, and that the Number off; 
Free-men Encreafſed, there was Wd 
Neceſfity for a Repreſentative ; eſpolfi {0 
cially , fince Eundamentals wet 
long ago agreed upon, and thoket! 
Capital Priviledges put out” of tha Gr 
Reach and Power of a little Num $o 
ber of Men to endanger. And Wn: 
caretul were the Repreſentatives ol *. 
the People, in the time. of Edwari®. 
the Third, of ſuffering their LÞ.* 
berties and; Free Caſtoms to be inf * 
fring*d, that i» Matters of extra 
ordinary Weight, they would not 484 ©. 
termin, till they bad firſt returnt © 
to, and conferr'd with their ſeveral © 
Counties or Burroughs that delegatell © 
X ' them 


of 
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© them. Thus the Parl. Roles of 
-F his time, 
4 Several Authorities, in Con- 
 farmation 'of. the Reaſons, 
” before-mentioned. 


- So indubitably are theſe Fur- 

a damentals, the Peoples Right, and 
pe ſo neceſſary to be preſerved, that 
S Kings have {ucceſſively known n0 
ole-other Safe or Legal Paſſage to their 
Grown * and Dignity, than their 

ny Solemn Obligation,. inviolably to 
ol maintain them.. * So. Sacred were 
of *. they -Reputed in the Days 
Ms of Denry the IIT, that not te 
H8.* Continue or. Confirm. them ;;- 
Hy was to Aﬀront God, and to 
5 Dzz the Souls of his Progenitors 

oy © and Succeſſors ; and to Depreſf the 

ul Church, and Deprave the Realm: 
* That. the: Gzeat. Charter compre - 

* bepſive of them: ſhould be allond 

D 5 * 445 
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© 44 the Common Law of thy 
* Land, by all Officers of TJuſtic; 
© that is, the TLawful Inheritang 
© of all Commoners: That all St 
© rute-Laws or Judgments whatſ6 
* ever, made in Oppoſition thereu 
* ſhould be null and void : Thati 
* the Miniſters of State and Office 
* of the Realm, ſhould conſtantly 
** Sworn to the Obſervation there 
And ſodeeply did after-Parliament 
Reverence it, and ſo Careful wen 
they to Preſerve it, that they bot 
Confirnd it by Thizty two 
veral As, * and Enatted Copit 

« fo be taken and Loag'd in ead 

« Cathedral of the Realm, to berek 

&« four times a Year Publickly befor © 
« the People: As if they would. 
have them more oblig*d to thei. © 
Ancſtors for Redeeming and Tranly © 
mitting thoſe Priviledges, than io 
Begettizg them: And that Twia 
every Tear the Biſhops, yoey 
/ 


» ; l, 


[ 
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their Pontificials, with 'Tapers burn« 


0 3x2, and other Solemnities, to Pro- 
| #ounce the greater Excommunication 


cn the anfringers of the Great 


harter, though it were but in Word 
or Counſel; tor ſo faith the Statute. 


1 ſhall, for further SatisfaQtion, re- 


* 1} 
7 
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peat the Excommunication or Curſe 
Pronounced both the in Days of 


Pen. the third, and ED. the firſt. 


The Sentence of the Curſe given 


by the Biſhips, with the 

King's Conſent, againſt the 
Breakers of the Great C bar- 
fer. 


YN the Year of our Lord 1253. 
| © third Day of Jy, in the 


ay great Hall of the King at Weſt- 


* minſter, in the Preſence, and by 
* the Conſent of the Lord Hepry, 


wieh © by the Grace of God King of Exg- 


* {and, and the Lord Richard, Earl 
of 


( &o ) 
«. of Cormwall, his Brother ; R 
« Bigot, Earl of Norfolk, Marſhal of 
* England; Humphry, Earl of Here. 
* ford; Henry,Farl of Oxford; Joh 
* Earl Warren ; and Other Eſtates 
« of the Realm of England ; We 
*-Boniface, by the Mercy of God, 
* Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, Pris 
* mate of Exgland, F.of London, H. 
*.of Ely, S. of Worceſter, E. of Linelj © 
* cola, W. of Norwich, P, of Heres 
* ford, W. of Salisbury, W. of Du 
« hain, R. of Exceſter, M. of Can 
«11, of Bath, A. of Rocheſter, T.q 
« St, Davids, "Biſhop, apparelPd in 
( Pontificials, with Tapers burn- 


e 
« ing, againlt the Breakers of the] *© 
« Churches Liberties,, and of the © 
( 
( 
{ 
{ 


> fn £ —— n= 


« | jbertics and” other Cuſtoms of 
« this Realm of Ezg/azd, and name] 
«ly, thele which are. contained 10 
« tlic Charter of the Common Lts 
« hertics of Ezeland,and Charter of 
*the Forreſt, have Denqunced Scry 
* FENCE, 
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« tence of Excommunication in this 
& Form, by the Authority of Al- 
« mighty God, the Father, the Son; 
gs +>. the Holy Ghoſt, &'«c. of the 
© Bleſſed Apoſtles Peter and Paul, 
*and of all Apoſtles,and of all Mar« 
« tyrs, of Bleſſed Edward King of 
« Eneland, and of all the Saints of 
© Heaven. We Excommunicate & 
wi © Accurſe, and from the Benefit of 
# © our Holy Mother, the Church,we 
& Sequeſter all thoſe that hereafter 
* willingly. and maliciouſly deprive 
* or ſpoil the Church of her Right; 
JT * and all thole that by any Cratt or 
n-8 © Willingneſs, do violate, break, di- 
he « dimivith, or change the Churches 
he 8 © Liberties, and and Free. Cuſtoms 
of Þ © contained in the Charters of the 
&f © Common Liberties, and' of the 
inf © Forreſt, granted by our Lord tho 
ij © King, to Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, 
of | *© and other Prelates of Ez2/ard,and 
71h «likewiſe to. the. Earls, Barons, 
* Knights, 


by 
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« Knights and other Precholders off 
&« the Realm; and all that ſecretly] © 
« and openly, by Deed, Word or 
« Counſel to make Statutes, or ob 
& ſerve them being made, and tha 
* bring in Cuſtoms, to keep them, 
« when they be brought 1n, aonind 
« the ſaid Liberties, or any of them, 
« and all thoſe that ſhall preſume 
« to Judge againſt them; and all &F 
« every ſuch Perſon before-menti-' 
&« on'd, that wittingly ſhall commit} 
« any Thing of the Premiſes, let 
« them well know, that they incurs 
« the aforeſaid Sentence, ipſo fat7o. 


The Sentence of vhe Clergy a- 
gainſt the . Breakers of the 


Articles above-mentioned. 


« I N the Name of the Father, the 

« Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
« Amen : Whereas our Soveraign 
« Lord the King, to the Honour of 
« God, 
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$ off « God,and of Holy'Church, and for 
}8 © the common Profit of the Realm, 
| *hath granted for him, and his 

&« heirs for ever theſeArticles above. 

«written, Robert Arch-Biſhop of 
mf © Canterbary, Primate of all Exg- 
« Jend, Aqmoniſhed all his Province 
8 * once, twice & thrice, becauſe that 

« ſhortneſs will not ſuffer ſo much 
# © delay,as to give knowledge to all 
« the People of England, of theſe ' 
& Preſents in Writing : We there- 
« fore enjoyn all Perſons, of what 
199 Eſtate ſoever they be, that they, 
« and every of them, as much as 1n 
« them 'is, ſhall uphold and main- 
6 tain theſe Articles granted by our 
e | © Soveraign Lord the King, in all 

« Points: And all thoſe that in any 
 « Pointdo reſiſt or break, or in any 

« manner hereafter Procure, Coun- 

« ſel, or in any wiſe Aſſent to, Te- 
. & ſtifie or Break thoſe Ordinances, 

« or goabout it, by Word or Deed, 


* openly 
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ly orprivily, by any mans 

« _ . Pretence -or Colour ; ws, 
«the aforeſaid Arch-Biſhops, x | 
< our Authority in this Writing ex 
& preſſed, do Excommunicate an 
« Accurſe,and from the Body of our 
&« Lord JeſusChriſt, 8& from all the 
« Company of Heaven,and from all 

&« the Sacraments of Holy Churdl 
« do ſequeſter and exclude. 


We may here- ce, that. i in the 
obſcureſt Times of Popery, they 
were not left without a Sence 
Juſtice, and a Care of Freedom ; 
and that.even Papiſts, whom many 
think no Friends 'to: Liberty and 
Property, under Dreadful Pena& 
ties, 1njoyn an Inviolable Obſer- 
vance of this Great Charter, by 
which they are.Confirmed.. And 
though I am no Roman Catholick, 
and as: little. value. their. other 
Curics pronounc'd upon Religious 
Diſlents, 
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MI Diſfents, yet I declare ingenuouſly, 
I would not, for the World, incur 
this Curſe, as every Man, deſer- 
.vealy doth, that offers Violence to 
the Fundamental Freedoms there- 
by repeated and confirmed. And 
that any Church, or Charch Officers 
n our Age, ſhould have {o little 
Reverence to Law, Excommunica- 
tion or Carſe, asto be the Men that 
TJ either Vote or Countenance ſuch 
Severities, as bid Defiance to the 
Curſe, and Tare this memorable 
Charter in pieces, by Diſleizing 
Free-men of England of their Free- 
holds, Liberties and Properties, with= 
out Juries, or meerly for the In- 
offenſive Exerciſe of their Conſci- 
ence toGod in Matters of Religion, 
8 a Civil Sort of Sacriledge. 


ET know it is uſually objeQted; 
That a great Part of the Charter i 
| ſent on the Behalf of the Roman 
| Church 
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Church, 414d other Things now abi 
. liſÞ'd; and if one Part of the gre 

Charter may be repeaPd or invalidsl 
ted, why wot the other ? il 

But to this I anſwer, that the 
True Fundamentals in the Char. 
ter, are not the leſs firm or forcs 
able, or Inyiolable for that; be:; 
cauſe they do not ſtand upon they 1, 
Legs of that 4, though it wail 
made in Honour of them, but the: 
Ancient and Primitive Inſtitution 
of the Kjnedom, If the Petition off 
of Right were repeaPd, the gred 
Charter were never the leis im 
Force, It not being the Original Bb 
ftabliſhment, but a Declaration 
and Confirmation of that Eſtabliſh» 
ment. But thoſe Things that are} 
abrogable or abrogated in the great 
Charter, were never a Part of the} 
Fundamentals, but hedg*d-in by} 
the Clergy and allowed by the} 
Barons upon preſent Emergency. 

Beſides, 


| CES... * 
| Beſides, that which I have hither- 
. 10 to maintained to be the Common 
J and Fundamental Law of the 
3 Land, is ſo reputed, and further 
J ratified by the Petition of Right, 
3 Car, 1. which was long ſince the 
8 Charch of Rome loſt her Share in 
1.8 the Great Charter. Nor did it re- 
FF htc to Matters of Faith and Wor- 
138 ſhip, but Temporalities only ; the 
J Civil Intereſt: or Propriety of the 
28 Church. But with what Pretence 
£}F to Mercy or Juſtice can the Pro- 
teſtent Charch retain the Englifb 
Part of the Charter without con- 
forming to Rome, and yet now cat» 
cel the Engliſh Part it felf to every 
Free-born Engliſh Man that will not 
Conform to Her? But no more 
of this at this Time; only give me , 
leave to remind a Sort of ative 
| Men in our Times, that the cruel 
 Infringers of the Peoples Liberties, 
and 'Y1olaters of theſe Noble —_ 
1 
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did: not. eſcape. with . bare E 


munications and Curſes ; for. ſug 


was the Venerable Eſteem © of r 
Anceſtors had for theſe Great Polis 
viledges, and deep Sollicitude ſ*"* 
preferve them from the Defacinglf '© 
of Time, or Uſurpation of Po er 
that King Alfred executed | 
Judges for warping from the'anſÞt” 
cient Laws of the Realm. BWI* 
bert de Burgo, Chief Juſtice « 1 
England, 1n the Time of Eaw. 1 
was ſentenced by his Peers. in ope A 
F 


Parliament, for adviſing the 

againſt the Great C 72D Thi 
. the Spencers, both Father ant 
Son, for there Arbitrary Rule and); " 
. Evil Councel to Ew. 2. were ex & 

led the Realm. No better Succebj ,, 

had the Attions. of Trefilian and 
Belknap : And as. for &mpſon ; 
"4 
{ 


1 


and Dudley, though Perfons of 

Quality, in the time of King Hey 

ry the 7th, the moſt gnome \ 
Dea 
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SI Death of our Country, ſuch as 
x0 belongs to Theft and Murder, was 
*F hardly Satisfaction enough to the 
WM Kingdom, for their Uncharteral 
Proceeding. I ſhall choſe to deli- 
oj yer it in the Words of Chief Ju- 
=Y ſtice Cook, a Man, whoſe Learning 
8.10 Law hath, not without Reaſon, 
JF obtained him a venerable CharaQt- 
FL of our Engliſh Nation. - 


- 
0, 


F 0 £* There was ( faith he ) an A& 


F © of Parliament, made inthe 11th 
i Year of King Her. 7, which had 


4 N a Fair Flattering Preamble, pre- 


I * tending to avoid divers Mifſ- 
f *thiefs, which were ( 2/f ) To rhe 
* bigh Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, 
=1 (2aly) The great Let of the Com- 
* mon Law. And (3dh) Thegreat 
#* Let of the Wealth of this Land. 
8 © And the: Purven of that Act, 
* tended, .in the Execution, con- 
'*trary, EX. DIAMETRO, vz. 
© To the high Diſpleaſure of Almigh- 
, «6 ty 


= 


2.88.8. 
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« ty God, and the great Let, ng 
* the utter - Subverſion of the Comma 
« aw, and the great Let of th 


« WW -alth of this Land, as here; 
« ter ſhall appear; the Subſtand 
« of which AQ follows in theſ 
& Words. 


& Hat from henceforth (| | 
«as well Fuſtices ff 
Aﬀfize , as Juſtices N- th 4 
Peace, in every County, uſp « 
on Information for for the K 1n#: 
before them made, ' wich 4 
out any Finding 02 Preteney : 
ment by Twelve wen, ſha 
have full Power and Authbf, 
rity, by their Diſcretion, 


and to hear and determine al 
Offences, as Riots, unlans 


ful Aſſemblies, &c. cone} « 


« mitted 
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9] & mitted and done againſt any 
1 AT or Statute made, an 
{* not repeal'd, &c. 
6 


oy « By Pretext of this Law, 
'3* Empſon and Dudley did com- . 
I © miTupon the SubjeQ inſufferable 
a © Preſſure and Oppreſſions; and 
#1 © therefore this Statute was juſth, 
© ſoon after the Diſeaſe of Hen. 7. 
L repealed at the uext Parliament, 
* by the Statute of x Hey. the 8. 
& chap. 6. | 
WT © 4 good Caveat, ſays he, to 
mll'® Parliament to leave all Cauſes to 
« be meaſnrd by the Golden and ſtrait 
* Metwand of the Law, and not to 
J.* the Incertain and Crooked Cord 
« of Pifcretion. He goes on, 
«Tt js almoſt Incredible to fore- 
*| © ſee, when any Maxim, or Fun 
*y.* damental Law of this Realm is 
my altered (as elſewhere hath been 
Hed « obſeryed 


(72) 
« obſerved ) what dangerous Ine" © 
&« conveniences do follow : Which" f! 


« Molt Unjuſt and ſtrange A} 
« of the 11th of Hey. 7. For her 5 a1 
« by not only Empſon and Dnd: Fat 
'« lepthemſelves, bur ſuch Juſtice} * 
« of Peace (Corrupt Men) as they ſe 
« cauſed to be authoriſed, Com 
« mitted moſt Grievous and Headſet 
« 2 Opprefſions and ExaCtio "Il 
« Grinding the Faces of the Poor. © 
& Subjects by Penal Laws (be th SY 
« never {o obſvleet, or unft for they © 
« Time) by Information only}. ® 
* without any Preſentment or Tra 
« by Fury, being the Ince t = 
« Birth Right of the Subjedt;F 4! 
« but to hear and determine they _* 
« fame, by their Diſcretions ; in; Th 
« flicting ſuch Penalty as the Stas 1 
« tutes not repealed, impoſed; Jv" 
« Theſe, and other like Oppreſſi- Lav 
«© ons and ExacCtions by the my Jtha! 
0 


it 
\ 
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«of Empſon and Dudlep and 


$* their Inſtruments, brought infi- 


© nite Treaſure to the King's Cof- 


» » 


l 
l 


F 
; 


$ fers, whereof the' King himſelf, 


\ = 


©1t the End, with Great Grief 
and Compunction Repented, 
$25 1n another Place we: have ob: 


"F* ſerved. 


« This Statute of the 117h. of 
©Hen. 7. we have -recited, and 
"hewed the juſt Inconveniences 
thereof; tothe End rhat the like 
ſhould Never hereafter be at- 


WM tempted in any Court of Parlia- 


y 


"ment; and that others might 


aq avoid the Fearful End of thoſe 


| , 


ct 


hel" s infiſtant, exitus perhorreſcant, 


*wo Time-Servers, Empſon 
and Dudley, Qi eorum weſtigi- 


{bus much chief Juſtice Cook, 


= 
>A_ 


4 
fie 
10S. 


( 


a4. 1am ſure, there 1s nothing I 


tave offer*d in Defence of Engliſh 
law-Doctrine, that riſech higher 
than the Judgment and Language 

of 
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of this great Man, the Preſervati-Jof: 
on and Publication of whoſe La-Iyn 
bours became the Care of a greatÞthe 
Parliament. And it is ſaid of noffleat 
inconſiderable Lawyer, that lefTh 
ſhould thus expreſs himſelf in outffre 
occaſion, viz, The Laws of Englandlfr 
were xever the TBittates of any Conllihe 
queroz's Dwozd, or :hePlacitgh 1 
of any King of this Nation; ail: 
(taith he) #0 ſrak impartially andfOne 
freely, the Reſults of any Parliſthe 
ament that ever /at in this Land. Sek 

Thus much for the Natere villnt 
Ergliſþ Rights, and the Reaſon anilifdep; 
Jaſtice for their Inviolable Maint&Finju 
nance. I ſhall now offer ſome moreFlep; 
general Conſiderations for the Pref [1 
. ſervation of Property ; and theremmor 
hint at ſome of thoſe Miſchiefs thatflthe | 
follow ſpoiling it, for ConſcienceIMan 
fake, both to Prizce and People, Rip! 
| lot | 


I. The Reaſon of the Alcra ting 
0 
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ti-Jofany Law, ought to be the Dy/- 
AJowmodity of Continuing it; but 
Jthere can neyer be ſo much as the 
Wileaſt Inconveniency in continuing 
RfThat of Liberty and Property; there» 
utSfore there can be no juſt Ground 
"dffor Infringing, much leſs Abregating 
Mteflthe Laws that ſecures them. 
IT. No Man in Ezg/and is born 
Seve to another; neither hath 
J0nc Right to inherit the Sweat of 
Ireflthe others Brow, or Reap the Be- 
- Fefit of his Labour, but by Con- 
ilent ; therefore no Man ſhould be 
afprived of his Property, unleſs he 
tSnjure another Man's; and then by 
eglegal Judgment. 
&f [1]. But certainly, nothing is 
:MJmore unreaſonable than to ſacrifice 
atthe Liberty and Property of any 
Man ( being his Natural and Civil 
Akights) for Relig70z, where he is 
Foot found breaking any Law-rela- 
onJtng to Natural and Civil Things, 


of E '2 Relizion, 


Q076) 
Religion, under any Modification, 
15 no Part of the old Rngliſh Go« 
vernment: Honeſte vivere, AlterumI"* 
non ledere, jus ſuum cuique tribuertÞ 
are enough to entitle every Native 
to Engliſh Priviledges. A Man 
may be a very good Engliſh Man, 
and yet a very indifferent Church 
man, Nigh 300 Years befon 
Auſtin ſet his Foot on Exglij 
Ground , had the Inhabitants 
this Iſland a Free Government. It 
is Want of diſtinguiſhing betweaf-*; 
It and the Moaes of Religion, whidll 
fills every Clamorous Mouth witly: 
ſuch impertinent Cries as this 
Why do not you ſubmit to the Gb 
vernment ? As if the Engliſh Cil 
Government came in with Lathn, 
or were to go out with. Calvi 
What Prejudice 1s it for. a Poj 
Landlerd to haye a Proteſtant Te 
nant ; or a Presbyterian T ennanttt 


have an Eniſcopalian Lanalord? Ca & 
tain} rl 


| (77). 

«4 tainly, the Civil Affairs of all Go- 
yernments in the World may be 
Feaceably tranſated under the 
different Liveries or Trims of Reli- 
gion, where Civil Rights are 1nvi- 
«| olably obſerv'd. 
Nor is there any Intereſt fo in- 
© conſiſtent with Peace and alas £ 

as 7 hat-which dare not (olely rely 
upon the Power of Per ſwaſton, bug 
affetts Saperiority, and ſeeks after 
yan Earttly Crown. This isnct to 
30 act the Chriſtian, but the Cz/ar; 
-3.not to promote Property, but Par- 
nel 1}, and make a Nation Draages to 

i a Sec? 

Be it known to ſuch narrow 
Spirits, we area Free People by the 
Creation of God, the Redemption of 
Chriſt, and caretull Proviſjon of 
our ( never to be forgotten ) Ho- 
4 nourable Anceſtors : So that our 

Claim to theſe Engliſh Priviledges 
riſing higher than the Date of Prg- 


E 3 teſt ancy 


ka 
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zeſt ancy,can never juſtly be invalid; 
ted for Non-conformity to any Fon 
of it. "This were to Looſe by th 
Reformation, which God forbk 
I am ſure *twas to enjoy Propert 
with Conſcience, that Promoted 
Nor 1s there a much better Def , 
tion of Proteſtancy, than Proteſtin 
#gatnſi Spoiling Property fe or C onſe 
ence, T muſt therefore take Lean 
to ſay, that I know not how tt 
Reconcile what a Great Man lats 
Iy deliver'd in his Eloquent Speed 
to the Horſe of. Lords : His Wort 
are theſe: | 


6c 


wn = md £©O BY =D 


«© For when we .confider Re 
” lIigion in Parliament, we att 
« ſuppoſed to confider it as 4 
« Parliament ſhould do, and % 
« Parliaments in all Ages have 
« done; that is, as it is a Part 
&« our Laws, a Part and a meceſſay 
«Part of our Government : For 


cc 
£8 


as wad 9. SE Ws 
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4 as it works upon the Conſcience, 
oral © as it is an Ynward Pzinciple 
* of the Divine Life, by which 
* good Men do Govern all their 
* Aftions, the State hath nothing 
4 do with it : It is a Thing which 
belongs to azother kind of Com- 


* miſſion, than that by which we 
* fit here, 


T Acquieſce in, and Honour the 
latter Part of this Diſtinction, ta- 
fl king it to be a Venerable Truth ; 

and would to God Mankind would 
Believe it, and Live it: But how 
to agree it with the former, I pro- 
teſs Ignorance : For if the Govern- 
ment had nothing to do with the 
Principle it felf, what more can She 
pretend over the Actions of thoſe 
Men, who Live that Good Life ? 
Certainly, if Religion be an Inward 
Principle of Divine Life, exerting 
i (elf by Holy Living, and that, 
E 4 as 


( 50 ) 
as ſuch, it belongs not to the Conf for 
miſſion of our Superiours, I do witli hat 
Submiffion conceive, that there 1 
very little elſe of Rg/igion left aj 
them to have to do with: | 
reſt merits not the Name of Rell t 
gion, and leſs doth ſuch a Formathl pr 
deſerve Perſecution. I hope fi l the 
Circumſtances are no neceſlay 
Part of Ergleſh Government, thut 
caanot reaſonably be Reputed a ns 
ceſfſary Part of Religion : And,I be 
lieve, he is too great a Divine add 
Lawyer, upon ſecond Thoughts 
to Repute that «4 Part of our Laws, 
4 Part and a neceſſary Part of on 
Government, that is ſuch a Partdl 

Religion, as 15 neither the Divin 

Principle, nor yet the Ations in- 

mediately flowing from it ;, {(ince the 

Government was moſt Compleat 

and Proſperous many Ages witlr| 
out it, and hath never known more 
_ perplex'd Conteſts and Trouble 
{ome 
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on ome Tnterruptions, than ſince it 


hath been receiv*d and valu'd as 
real a Part of the Engliſh Government : 
t af And God, I, hope, will forbid it 
W in the Hearts of our Superiours, 
that Engliſh Men ſhould be de- 


aln prived of their Civil Inheritance for 
uh their Nox-conformity to Church- 
any Formality : For no Property out of 
ha the Church (the plain Ezgliſh of 
6 publick Severity for Non-conformi- 
bef} t5) is a Maxim that ppg yo not to 
andy the Holy Law of God,or Common 
ts] Law of the Land. 

wh IV. If Liberty and Property 
ory muſt be the Forfeit of Conſcience 
off for Non-conformity to the Prince's 
my Religion, the Prince and his Re- 
mJ ligion ſhall only be Lov'd as the 
he next beſt Acceſſion to other Mens 
at | Eſtates, and the Prince perpetually 
I» Provolk'd to expoſe many of his 
ref Inciienſive People to Beegary, for 
& | what is no Fault at Common Law. 
6 E «; Y, [tc 
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V. Tt is our Superiours Itere| 
that Property be preſerved, becau 
It 1s their own Caſe: Nene hay 


more Property than Themlelvel * 


But if Property be expoſed for Re 


ligion, the Civil Magiſtrate ev 


poles both his Conſcience and Pro 
perty to the' Charch, and diſarm 
himſelf of all Defence upon aj 
Alteration of Judgment. Thiss 
plainly for the Prizce to hol 


under the Prelate, and the Stat 
to ſuier it ſelf to be Rid by the 


Charch, 
VI. It Obtrudcts all Izzprovement 
f Land and Trade; for who wil 
Labour that hath no Property, 0 
hath it expoſed to an Unreaſot 
able Sort of Men, for the bare 
Exercite of lis Conſcience to 
God? And a poor Country call 
never make a Rich and Powerful 
Prince, Heaven is therefore Hi 
va, to Good ani Wiſe Men; be 


cauſe 


ca 
P 


EP 
cauſe they are to have an Eternal” 
Propriety therein. 
” VII. This fort of Procedure, 
hitherto oppoſed, on the behalf of 
Property, puts the whole Nation 
-upon miſerable Urcertainties, that 
are follow*'d with great Diſquiets 
ml and Diftraions ; which certainly 
a0j it 15 the Intereſt of all Govern- 
588 Ments to prevent : The Reigns of 
old Henry S. Edward 6. Q. Mary and 
ah, Q Ez. both with Relation to the: 
the Marriages of the firſt, and the Re- 
ligions Rewolations of the reſt, are a 
ent plain Proof in the Caſe. 
vill King Henry voids the Pope's 
off Supremacy, and aflumes it him- 
21.1 ſelf. - Comes Exdw. 6. and E- 
are} nacts Proteſtancy with an Oath to. 
to] maintain it. 1 Q, Mary, Ch. r. 
an This 15 Abrozgated : Popery So- 
ſul lemnly Reſtored ; and an Oath in- 
«08 forc'd to Defend it : And this 
Queen Repzals allo all Laws 
Her 
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Her Father made againſt | t 
Pope, ſince the 12th of Hey. 
Next, follows Q. Elizabeth, 
Repeals Her Laws, calls bad 
Proteſtancy, ordains a new 0 
to «z-Oath Queen Mary's Oath; 
and all this under the Penalty gf 
looſing EFate, Liberty, and ſome 
times Life it ſelf; which, 'Thot 
ſands to avoid, Lamentably Per- 
jur*d themſelves, four 02 fibt 
times over, within the ſpace of 
Tventy Years. In which Sm, 
the Clergy Tranſcended: Mot ant 
Dunded foz every Thouſand, 
but lett their Principles for ther 
Pariſhes. Thus hath Conſcienc 
been Debauch'd by Force, and 
Property toſs'd .up and down by 
the Impetuous Blaſts of Ignorant 
Zeal, or Sinilter Dclign. | 


_ VID. Where Licerty and Pro 
perty are Violated, there mult ab 
ways 
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ways be a State of Force: And 
though I pray God that we never 
need thoſe Cruel Remedies, whoſe 
Calamitous Effteas we have too 
ately felt, yet certainly, Se/f-Pre- 
| ſervation 1s of all Things deareſt 
to Men ;- inſomuch that being not 
Conſcious to themſelves of ha- 
ving done an ill Thing, They, to 
to defend their Unforfeited Privi- 
ledges, chearfully Hazard all they 
have in this World : So very 
ſtrangely Vindittive are the Sons 
of Men, in Maintenance of their 
Rights, And {ſuch are the Cares, 
Fears, Doubts and Inſecurities of 
that Adminiſtration, as render Em- 
pire a S/avery, and Dominion the 
worſt ſort of Bondage to the Pol- 
ſeſſor. On the contrary, nothing 
can give greater Cheartulneſs,Con- 
hdence, Security and Honour to 
any Prince, than Ruling by Law ; 
for it is a Conjunction of do 

with 
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with- Power, and Attrats Love wy 
well as it Requires Daty. 

Giye me Leave, without Offer 
(for I have God's Evidence in n 
own Conſcience, I intend nothir 
but a Reſpectful Caution to my 
Superiours ) to Confirm'this Rep 
ſon, with the Judgment and Fx 
ample of other Times. The G6 
vernours of the Eleans held a ſtrif 
Hand-over the People ; who, Dil. 

airing of Relief at home, called 
1n the Spartans, and by their Help 
Freed all their Cities from the 
ſharp Bondage of their Natural 
© 

The State of Sparta was grown 
Powerful, and Oppreſt the The 
bans; They, though but a weak 
People, whetted by Deſpair, and 
the Proſpect of greater Miferies, 
did, by the Athenians, deliver 
themſclves from the Spartan Yoak. 


Nor 
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Nor is there any other confider- 
able Reaſon given for the Ruin of 
the Carhavinizn State, than Avarice 
and Severity. More of this is to 
be found in Raleigh's Hiſtory of 
the World, I. 3. who hath this 
Witty Expreſſion 1n the fame Sto- 

, |. 5. of a Severe Condud. 
«hen a forced Government, faith 
«he, ſhall decay in Strength, It 
« will ſuffer, as did the old Lyon, 
« for the Oppreſſion done in his Touth ; 
« being Pench*d by the Wolf, Goard 
« by the Bull, aud Kick'D alſo by 
« the A{s 3 The Senceleſs Mobb. 

This loſt Ceſar. Borgia, his new 
vn and great Conquelts in 1:aly. No 
he- | better Succeſs attended the Severe 
ak} Hand held over the Peopte of 
nd 8 Naples, by Alphonſo and Ferdinand, 
& | 'T was the undue Severity of the 
e& | Sic:1izn Governours, that made the 
kf Syracuſians, Leontines and Meſſenis 
ans 10 Eafie a Conqueſt to the Ro- 
DHHS. 
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mans, An harſh Anſwer to a Pe. 
titioning People loſt Rehoboam Ten 
Tribes. On the contrary, in Lþ 
Vy, Dec. 1. |]. 3. We find, that 
Petilia, a City of the Brutians it 
Italy, choſe rather to endure 
Extremity of War from Hannibal, 
than upon any Condition to Deſert 
the Romans, who had Govern'd 
them moderately, and by that get 
tle Conduct procur'd their Love; 
even then, when the Romans lent 
them Word, They were not able ty 
relieve them, and wiſhd them to pro 
vide for their own Safety. | 

N. Machiavel in his Diſcourſes 
upon Lity, p. 542. tells us, that 
one Act of Humanity was of more 
Force with the Conquer*d Faliſch 
than many Violent Atts of Hoſti 
lity: Which makes good that Says 
ing of Sexeca, Mitius imperanti mt- 
_ lines parerur, They are beſt obeyed, 
that govern moſt mildly, 


IX, It. 
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-TX. If theſe Ancient Fundas 


ea] dament#l Laws, ſo Agrecable 
bf with Natore, ſo'Suited to the Dil- 


tions of our Nation, ſo Often 
Defended with Blood and Treaſure, 
ſo Carefully and Frequently Rati- 
fied by our Anceſtors, ſhall not 
be, to our great Pilots, as Stars or 
Compaſs tor them to Steer the Vel- 
ſel of this Kingdom by, or Limits 
to their Lepiſlation-; no Man can 
tell how long he ſhall be Secure of 
his Coat, Enjoy his Houſe, have 
Bread to give his Children, Liber= 
ty to Work for Bread, and Life 
to Eat it, - "Truly, this is to juſtifie 
what we condemn in Roman Ca» 
tholicks. It is one of our main 
0bjeftsons, that their Church aſſumes 


» | « Power of Impoſing Religion, there- 
-| by denying Men the Liberty of 
| walking by the Rules of their own 


Reaſon and Conſcience, and Precepts 
of Holy Writ : To whom, we op- 
poſe 


( 90) 
poſe both. We ſay, the Chard 
is tyed to att nothing contrary'th 
Reaſon ; and that Holy Wr:t 1s the 


declar'd Law of Heaven, whigh 


to maintain, Power is given tothe 
True Church. Now let us apph 
this Argument to our Civil Alain 
and it will certainly end in a rt 


ſonable Limitation of our Legifle| 


tors, that they ſhould not 7 
that upon our Underſtanding 
which 1s 7nconſi/tent with themi 
Embrace; nor offer any- the leaf 


Violation to Common Right. DJ 


the Romaniſts fay, Believe as th 
Church Believes ? Do not the P16 
teſtants, and which is harder, It 
giſlators ſay ſo too? Do we laytd 
the Romaniſts, at this rate, Tow 
Obedience 45 Blind, and your Tome 
rance is the Mother of Devotion ? 
it not not 'alſo true of our (elves! 
Do we object to them, This mats 
your Religion ancertain, one Thing 
If! 


(91) 
urdl to Day, and another to Morrow? 
*®f Doth not our own Caſe ſubmit us 
tif © the like Variation in Civils? 
ad Have we not long told them, that 
the onder pretence of obeying the Charch, 
ph 
al 
rep 


and not controuling her Power, ſhe 
bath raiſed a Superſtrufture inconſiſt= 
ent with that Foundation ſhe pretends 
t build upon? And are not we the 
Men in Civils, that make our Pri- 
vitedges rather to depend upon 
Mez, than Laws, as ſhe doth upon 
Councils, not Scripture ? If this be 
_ot Popery in Temporals, what 
Is! 

It is humbly beſeech*d of Szpe- 
riours, that it would pleaſe them 
to conſider what Refledtion ſuch 
Severity juſtly brings upon Their 
Proceedings ; and remember, that 
In their ancient Delegations, it was 
not to Define, Refolve, and Im- 
pole Matters of Religion, and /a- 
&ifico Civil Priviledges for it ; but, 

ro 


= 
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to Maintain the Peoples Propertie 
according to the Ancient Fundpfſc,n 
mental Laws of the Land, and}, 
add ſuch Statutes only,, as wi pr, 
Conſiftent with, and Preſervatim 6; 
of thoſe Fundamental Laws. + fup 
Laſtly, To conclude this HeaGFpeg 
My plain. and honeſt Drift . » 
been, to ſhow that Charch Goversl; 
ment is no Eſſential Part of the ol p,; 
Engliſh Government,and to difintan p, 
gle Property from Opinion, the ut 
toward Knot, the C/ergy,for ſeveral 
Ages have tyed, which is not only} 
the Peoples Rizhr, but our Supers 
ours Iztereſt ro Undo; for it gaub} 
both People and Prince. For, q 
where Property is ſubjetted to Ops 
non, the Church interpoles, and 
makes ſomething elſe requiſite 
to enjoy Property, then belongs to 
the Nature of Property ; and fhe 
Reaſon of our Poſſeſſion is not our 
Right by, and Obedience to, the 


Commoan|- 


Corr 
Chu 
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ICommon Law, but Cowan to 
*IChurch Law, or Laws for Church 
de Conformity. A'Thing dangerous to 
Lt (vil Government, ſince ®ris an Al- 
Witration of old EngliſhTenare, a ſuf- 
Wifring the Charch to Trip up and 
| {ſupplant the Srate; and a making 
ad, People to owe their Protection not 
*I't the C:vi/, but Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
Th thority. For let the Church be my 
I Friend,and all is well; make her my 
Fre, and I am made her Prey, let 
Magna Charta fay what ſhe will for 
me: My _—_— Cows, Sheep, Corn, 
Goods go firft, my Perſon to Goal 
next, Br all 'That : Behold, ſome 
Church Trophyes made at the Con- 
queſt of a peaceable Diſſentey ! 

This is that anxious Thing ; 
May our Superioars pleaſe to weigh 
it in the Equal Scale of Doing as 
they would be done by; Let thoſe 
Common Laws, that Fix and 
Preſerve Property, be the Rule 
; and- 
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and Standard of their Legiſlation yy: 
_ and Adminiſtration, Make EelibIthe 
Mens Rights as Inviolable, as Engslthir 
liſh Church Rights Difintangh on, 
and Diſtinguiſh them: And letngJati 
Men ſuſtain Civil Puniſhments farſa@o 
Eccleſiaſtical Faults, but for Sing yes 
againſt the ancient, .eſtabliſh'd 1 , 
vil Government only ; that th 4 
Natures of AQts and Rewards may Ir; 
not be Copromnces. So ſhall the Chefs 
vil Magiſtrate Preſerve Law, {&u 
cure his Civil Dignity and Empirg Uk 
and make Himſelf Beloy*d of Ex | 
liſh Men; whoſe Cry is, and t 
_ Cry of whole Laws hath eyer 

been, Property rather than ©- 
pinton, Civil Rights not con- 
cern'd with Eccleliaſtical Diſcf- 
pline, nor fozfeitable foz Reli- 
gious Non-conko2mity. 

But . tho? an Inviolable Preſer- 
vation of Engliſh Rights, of all 


things, beſt ſecureth toour Swpert- 
OHI'S 


. 
d''2 
o 
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mrs, the Love and Allegiance of 


Ithe People; yet there 1s ſome- 


7gs oy further, that, with Submiſſi- 
od 


offer to their ſerious Conſide- 


mn ation, which in the ſeeond place 


bs 


4 
n 


: 
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aocerns their Intereſt ,and the Peo- 


obs Felicity; and that is Fegwk 5c 
eement about Religion, notwith= 
ding their unanimous Cry for 
Property ; a prudent Mannagement 
which, may turn to the great 
Quiet, Honour and Profit of the 
kngand Kingdom. 


ligious Intereſts. 


O Perform my Part, in t! 
Point, being | the ſecollÞp, 
Branch of my Anſwer to i cm W; 


ſtion; I ſhall not, at this tim 
make it my Buſineſs to mani 
the Inconſiſtency that there is be | pr 
tween the Chriſtian Religion, and 
a forced Uniformity, not only be 
cauſe it hath been fo often and ex: 
cellently done by Men of Wit, 
Learning and Conſcience, and that 
I have elſe-where largely deliver 
my ſenſe aboutit; but becauſe I 
very free and impartial Temper, 

F hath, 
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2] tath, of a long time, obſerv'd» 
= | that ſuch Barbarow Atremps were 
4 3 from being Indulg'd, that 


y were moſt {everely- Prohibi- 
ted by Chriſt himſelf; who 1n- 
ſtructed his Diſciples, to Lwe their 
Exemies, and not to Perſecate their 
$I Friends for every Difference in O- 
a jivion: That the Tares ſhould 

w with the Wheat : That bs 

Ingdom # not of this World: That 


ath is the Gift of God : That the 
$41 and Unaer /tanding of Man are 
Riculties not to be work*d upon 
Moy any Corporal Penalties: That 
by RUTH « Al-ſuffictent to her own 
* {Relief: That ERROR ard AN- 
GER go rogether: That Baſe 
Copn 9z/y ſtands in need of Impoſe- 
tz to make it current, but that 
24 | Crue Metal paſſerh for its own 
7 | trinſfick Value; with a greatdeal 
more of that Nature. I fhall 
therefore chuſe to oppoſe my (elf, 
F at 


09) | 
at this time, to any ſuch Severity; 
upon meer Pradence ; that ſuch a; 
have No Religion ( and certainlyls.. 
they that Perſecute for Religinly. 
have as little as need to be ) maj 
be induc'd to Tolerate 'Them that of 
have. X P 


- 


TTX 


Firſt, However Adviſable 
may be, in the Judgment of ſor A 
WorldlyWite Men, to prevent, eval 
by Force, the ariſing of any Na, 
Opinion, where a Kingdom 1s Un * 
verſally of another Mind ; eſpe 
ally if 1t be Odious to the People 
and Inconſiſtent with the Safety 
the Government; it cannot be ſgÞtr. 
where a Kingdom is of May, 
Minas, unleſs tome One Party hath T 
all the Wiſdom, Wealth, Numb. 
Sober Life, Induſtry and Reſolution be 
of its [ide ; which I am ſure is not; 1 
to be found in Exe/azd. So that the by 
Wind hath plainly ſhifted its Cot 


i 
Act, ? 
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Wer, and conſequently obliges to 
"other Courſe: I mean, England's 
Mircumſtances are greatly chang- 
M8, and they require zew Expear-. 
and another fort of Applice- 

| PI 
*Phyſicians vary their Medicines 
cording to the Revolution and 

Mixture of Diſtempers. "They 
at ſeek to tye the Government to 
olete and inadequate Methods 
lppofing them once apt, which 
Welty 1n this Caſe never was ) 
F not Friends to its Intereſt, 
Patever they may be to their 
e wn. If our Szperiours/ ſhould 
W tke it their Buſineſs ſo to Prefer 
a wm Party,as to Depreſs or Deprive 
7» e Reſt, they inſecure themlelves, 
"I making their Friends their 
"T temies, who, before were one 
pwthers. To be ſure it; createth 
ered between the Party advan- 


| ? 
: 


% 


0H and thoſe depreſt.. Jacob's 
ACT, "= Pres 
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preferring Joſeph, put his Brethrellye: 
upon that Conſpiracy againſt hit 

I will allow that they may hawl; 
2 more particular Favour for 
Church Party than for any otl 
Perſwaſton, but not more than aff 
all other Parties in Eng/and : Thy 
certainly would break the Balan 
the keeping up of which, 
make every Party to owe "uhh 
Tranquility to their Prudence af 
Goodneſs, which will never fail 
Returns of Love and Loyalty. Bs 
ſince we ſee each Intereſt loa 
jealonily upon the other, ?ris ra 
fonable to believe, they had mſ 
ther the Dominition ſhould lodgiÞ 
where it is, while Impartiab 
their Judgment, than to trult 
with any one ſort of themſelves. Þ* 

Many Inquiſitive Men into By 
mane Affairs have thought, tli 
the- Concord of Diſcords hath a 
been the, infirmelt Baſis Gove! 
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allent can riſe or ſtand upon : It 
mhth been obſerved, that leſs Se- 
apffrion and Diſturbance attended 
lennibal's Army, that confifted of 
© any Nations, than the Roman 
WMeoions, that were of one People. 
1s Marvelous, how the Wiſdom 
that General ſecured them to 
wits Deſigns: Livy faith, © Thar 
"WFhis Army for Thirteen Years, 
that had roaved up and down 
the Roman Empire, made up of 
Wmany Countries, - divers Lan- 
x guages, Laws, Cuſtoms, Reli- 
FF vions ; under all their Succeſſes 
W of War and Peace, never Muts- 
WW red. Malvetzy, as well as Livy, 
Maſcribes it to that Variety, well 

'Smannaged by the General. 
4 By the like Prudence Jouia- 
ws and Theodoſive Magnus brought 
WdTranquillity to their Empire, after 


Fmuch Rage and Blood for Reli- 
VEll gion. 


F 3 In 
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In Nature we alſo ſee, all HealCri 
conſumes, 'all Cold kills ; trhatfyar 
Three Degrees of Cold to 'Twalgle. 
of Heat, allay the Heat, but 3 thi: 
troduce the Contrary Quality, andlnc 
over-cool by a Degree; but twg 
Degrees of Cold, to two of Heat « 
make a, Poyze in Elements, andafſGo 
Ballance in Nature. -$1t 

The like in Famihes : It is notyo 
probable that a Maſter ſhouldtſp 
have his Work ſo well done, afthe 
leaft with that Love and Reſpe& {eh 
who continually S--i/es upon ont for 
Servant, and ſeverely Frewns upon el 
all the reſt ; on the contrary, *tisÞwi 
apt to raiſe fends amongſt Servants | wi 
and, turn Duty into Revenge, # | the 
leaſt Contempt. 1» Fize; It is 0b 
make our Syperiours Dominion: leſs I at 
than God. made it, and to blind I & 
their Eyes, ſtop their Ears, an@Þth 
ſhur up their Breaſts, from be | Pe 
holding the Miſeries, mm . the JE 

| [IES, 
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Cries, and redreſſing. the Grie- 
hatyances of a vaſt number of Peo- 
wolple, under their Charge, vex'd, in 

this World, for their Belzef and 

dloffenſive Praftice about the next. 
wo 
eat.» Seconaly, It is the Intereſt of 
dafGovernours to be put upon no 

-F$lhankleſs Offices; that is, to blow 

to Coals.in their own Country, 
udFtlpecially when it is to conſume 
,aFheir People, and, it may be, them- 

ſelves too: Not to be the Cat's 
Foor, nor to make Work for them- 
onJklves, or fill their own Hands / 

SEwith Trouble, or the Kingdom 

with Complaints. Ir 1s to forbid 
them the Uſe of Clemency, where- 
#00 they ought moſt of all ro 1mi- 
ate God Almighty, whoſe Mercy is 
ove all his Works; and renders 
them a ſort of Extortioners to the 
People, the moſt remote from the 

he JEnd and Goodneſs of their Office. 
F 4 In 
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In ſhort, It is the beſt Receipg]/## 
that their Enemies can give, tg9* 
make them Uneaſie to the CounsW, 
try. ; rele 

Thirdly, Tt not only makes.them I 
Enemies, but there is no ſuch Ex |; 4 
citement to Revenge, as a Rap 
Conſcicnce. He that hath beeg JW! 
forc'd to break his Peace, to gras 
tifie the Humor of another, mulfJ% 
nave a great {hare of Mercy and&J® | 


*\ 1 


Self-denyal to Forgive that fred 


and forbid himſelf the Pleaſure off 
Retribution upon the Authors of 6- 
it: For Revenge, in other Caſe 
condemnable of all, is here look'd Þ® 
.upon by too many to be the next JE 
way to Expiation. To be ſur, 
whether the Grounds of their Di I 
fent be rational in themſelves, ſuch Þ*« 
Severity is unjuſtifiable with'them; I 
for this is a Maxim with Sufferers, | -- 
Whoever is inthe Wrong, the Pers JU 
ſecuror } 


( 105) 
Lecutor cannot be in the Right, Men, 
to got conſcious to themſelves of E- 
ju, and harſhly Treated, not only 
rent it unkindly, but are Bold to 
bew it. 


y 

Þ 
Mm 
I Nrthh, Suppoſe the Prince, by 
Pp" | an ugl conquers any 1nto a 
” yonp pliance, he can upon no Pru- 
a $&at. Gound aſſure himſelf of their 
fl Kelity, whom he hath taught 
r 


eacherous to their own 
tl: dnvictions. © Wiſe Men. rarely 


mfde in thoſe whom they have 
&bauch'd from Truſt to ſerve 
ſes Ihemſelves: At beſt it reſembleth. 
24 Jt forced Marriages, that ſeldom 
-xt Iirove happy to the Parties, In 
 {tort, * Force makes Hypocrites,. 
ifs Jiis Perſwaſios only that makes; 
dnverts. 

To ifthly, This Partiality,, of Sa+ 
ſuficing the. Liberty and Property, 


F5 of: 
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ef allDiſſenters, to the Promotion | pri 
of a fingle Party, be they Good 
or Ill Men, as it is the lively Res 
preſentation of F. C*s Horendum: 
Decretum ; ſo the Conſequences'oF FT} 
the one belong unto the other; 
it/- being but that 1!- natured 
Principle put into Prat#ice., Men 
are put upon the ſame deſperate 
Courſes, either to have no Cor 
{cience at all, or to be Hang'd 

having a Conſcience not Faſhic 
able : For, let them be Virtwom 
let them be Vitious, if they fa 
not 1n- with That Mode of Relig 
on, they muſt be Reprobated to be 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Inte 

and Purpoſes. Strange ! that Met 
muſt either deny their Faith an@ 
Reaſon, or be deſtroyed for aCting 
according to them, be they other- 
wile never fo Peaccable. What 
Power is this, or rather what Prin- 
ciple ? But that Men are to be 
protected 
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\| proteted upon Favour, not Right 
L Merit; and that no Merit cn 
of the Publick Church - Dreſs 
ſhould find Acceptance, 1s ſevere. 
That Father we juſtly blame, that 
mrrows his Paternal Love to ſome 
me of his Children, though the 
eſt be not one jot leſs Virtuous 
than the Favorite : Such Inmu- 
i Jſtice can never flow from a Soul. 
a Jifted by Reaſon, but a Mind go- 
xern'd by Fancy; and enſlaved to 


4 Mons. 
$ 


3» $ S:xthly, conſider Peace, Plen- 
” i and Safety, the three great 
Whlnducements to any, Country to 
{bzoxr the Prince, and Love the 
Government, as well as. the beſt. 
Aurements to Foreigners to Trade 
with it, and Tranſport themſelves 
"at to it, are utterly loſt by ſuch Par- 
n-Jtalities: For inſteed of Peace, Love: 
be Jand Good Neighbourhood) Behold: - 


Animas 
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Animoſity and Conteſt ! One Neighs 
bour watcheth' another, and makes 
him an Offender for his Conſci» 
ence ; this divides them, their Fas 
milies and Acquaintance : Perhaps 
with them, the Towns and Vik 
lages where they Live: And moſt 
commonly, the Safferer hath the 
Pitty, and the Perſecutor the Oats 
wn of the Multitude. And truly: 
when People ſee Cruelty Practiſed, 
upon their Inoftenſive Neighbours 
by a Troubleſome ſort of Menj 


and thoſe Countenanced by a Lawp 


it breedeth Ill Blood againſt the 
Government. Certainly,  Hailing: 
People to Goals, Breaking open them" 
Houſes, Seizing of their Eſtates, and 
that without all Proportion ; leas 
ving Wives without their Huf+ 
bands, and Children without their. 
Parents, and their Families, Rela- 
tions, Friends and Neighbours un- 
der Amaze and 'Trouble, is almoſt 
as 
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3s far from the Peace of a well- 
vern'd Kingdom, as it is from 
Ld Meekneſs of Chriſtianity. 
- Plenty will be hereby exchang- 
ed for Poverty,by the Deſtruftion 
of many Thouſand Families within 
this Realm, who are greatly In- 
frumental for the carrying on _ 
of the moſt Subſtantial Commerce 
therein: Men of Yirtae, Good Con 
trivance, Great Induſtry ; whoſe. 
Labours, not only keep the Pa- 
riſhes from the Trouble and Charge 
of Maintaining them and: theirs, 
but help to- Maintain. the Poor,,. 
and are great Contributors to the 
Kyng's Revenue by their Traffick. 
This very Severity will make 
more Bankrapts..in. the Kingdom 
of Exgland in Seven Years, than 
have been in it upon all other Ac» 
counts 1n Seven Ages: Which -Con- 
ſequence, how far it may conſiſt 
with the Credit and Intereſt of 
| the 
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the Government, I leave to better 
Jud ments. tad. 
his Sort of great Severity tha" 
hath been 776 \ Bron is uſed- I 
amongtt us, - 15 like to prove'a. great? 
on og that Readineſs, which 
otherwiſe we find'in Forreipnety/ 
to-trade with the Inhabitants of 
this Kingdom ; for if Men cannot* 
calt any Thing their Ow», under! 
a different Exerciſe of Conſcience! 
froth the National Way of Reli-+ 
gion, - their Correſpondents may" 
FJuſtly and Prudently ſay, We wil 
not further concern our ſelves with” 
Men that ſtand upon Juch ticklifp 
Terms: What know we but ſuch" 
Perſons are ruin'd in their E/tates' 
by Reaſon of their Non-Conformity, 
before ſuch Time as we fhall be reim= 
burſt for Money paid, or Goods deli- 
ver'd - Nay; we know not how ſoon \ 
thoſe who are Conformiſts may be” 
Non-Conformiſts, or what Revo- 
| lations 
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lations of Councils may happen, ' once 
the Fundamental Laws, jo jealous of 
| the People's Property, are ſo little vas 
- | lard by ſome of their own Magiſtrates:; 

f | for :hough we are told of very wort 

ad excellent Laws in I 

the Security of the . People ic 

jet we are alſo oy that wr alba 
t© | & the Charch's Girdleginſomuch 4s +4 
r* | Church-Conformity zo Property ; 
el | which is, No Church-Man,'No Eng- 
| I lifh- Man. So that inEffett theRights 
p! y their Country depend npon the 
#ahts of their Church; and thoſe 
Churches have taken their Turns ſo 
j N ofren, that 4 Boay knows not how to- 
i | mannage one's ſelf ſecurely toone's own 
\ | Afﬀarrs, in a Correſpondence with any 
| of chew: For in King Henry the: 
tight”'s Days Popery was the only 
Orthodox ; Wrar-2a and Zuinglius, 
Luther, Mclanchton, Occolampa- 
cus, &c.* were great Hereticks :: 
Þ Edward oy ſexth*s Time, they 


Were 


(112) ; 
mere Saivts, and Popery was Idola-!\ 
try: A few Tears after Q, Ma 
makes the Papiſts Holy Church, and 
Proteſtancy Hereſie : About ſix Tears: | the 
and Q. Elizabeth: I; 


4 


- 


compleats her T ime 
enters her Reign, in which Prote- | 
ſtants are good Chriſtians, and thei Y; 
Charch of Rome the Whore of Ba 
bylon. I» her Reign, and that of- 
King James, 4nd Kzjng Charles the" } Or 
firſt, rung the Puritans, who div 
vided themſelves into Presbyterians? 
and Independents : The Biſhops ex+! 
claimed againſt them for Schiſma-. }- 
ticks, and they againſt the Biſhops" Þ de 
for Papiſtical 2»d4 Anti-chriſtian.. Þ ri 
In the long Parliament*s Time jhe: YD 
Presbyterian drives out the Biſhopz. | A 
O. Cromwell defeating them, and: || to 
ſending thePreshyterian to keep Com Þ| 
pany with the Biſhop, confers it moſt». } a 
V 
M 


ly upon the Independent and Ana» 
baptiſt, who kept it through the othey 
Frattions of Government, till the 


Presbyter 


_ 


Cuz) 
&' {Presbyter and Biſhop got it from 
Y Stbem: And the Biſhop now from the 
' Presbyter 3 but how long it will reſt 
\Bthere, who knows? Thus a Forreign- 
i ir may juſtly argue. 
$ Nor 1s my Suppofition idle or 
improbable, unleſs Moderation 
' Ftake Place of Severity, and, Pro- 
* Bperty the room of Puniſhment for 
e FOpinion; for that muſt be the 
d ing Security, as well as that it is 
Fi the Fundamental Right of Engliſh 
*: FPcople. | 
| There is alſo a further Conſi- 


| 
F Ideration, and that is, the rende- 
- Jring juſt and- very good Debts 
i F Deſperate, both at Home and 
> {Abroad , by giving Opportunity 
{to the Debtors of Diſlenters to 
” {detain their Dues. Indeed it ſeerhs 
a natural Conſequence with all but 

' {| Men of Mercy and Integrity : 
" | What ſhould we pay them for, may 
- | they ſay, that are not in a Capacity 
fo 
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to demand or receive it, at leaſt t9 
, comps! w? Nay they-may plead a 


fort of Kjndnef to their Creditars, | ful 
and ſay, We had as good keep it, for uns 


if we pay it them, they will ſoon logſe 


it; "tis better to remain with « 


- 


than that they ſhould be pillag*d of 
it by informers; though Want Ji 
ſhould in the mean time overs 
take the right Qwners and their 
Families. oy | 
Nor is it unworthy of the moſh 
deliberate Thoughts of our Swperts 
ours, that the Land already ſwarms 
with Beggars, andthat there is hards 
ly ſo ready a Courſe to encreaſe 
their Number, as the ſevere Proſe+ 
cution of Diſlenters, both by mas 
king them ſuch,and thoſe that tha 
Employs have kept from Begging 
all this while; So that though they 
immediately Suffer, the Kingdom, 
in the End,muſt be the Looſer.; For. 
beſides a decay of Trade, &c. this 


driving. 
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driving away of Flocks of Sheep, and 
Herads of Cattel, ſeizing of Barns 
full of Corn, breaking open of Doors 
wa Cheſts, taking away the beſt 
Goods that- thoſe Inſtruments of 
Cruelty can find, ſometimes Al, 
even, tOa Bead, a Blanket, wear- 
ing Apparel, and the very Tools of 
Trade, by which People honeſtly 
kbour to get their Bread, till they 
kave Men, Women and Children 
&/titute of Subliſtence, will necef- 
ſtate an extream Advance of the 
Poors Rate in every Pariſh of Eng- 
TJ and, or they muſt be Srarv'd. Oh 
that it would pleaſe them that are 
is Authority to put a Stop to this 
Iahumane Uſage, leſt the Venge- 
ce of the Juſt God break forth 
further againſt this Poor Land ! 

[ Safklety, another Requiſite £0 
happy Goverament, muſt needs 
be at an End, where the Courſe 
oppugn'd 1s followed, By Tempt- 
| | ng 
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ting People to Irregular Methods }' 
to be ealy, or tO Gui the Land. 


And truly it is but ſome Prudent } & 
Prince's Proclaiming Liberty off 
Conſcience within his Territo- 
ries, and a Door is opened for z || 
Million of People to paſs* out of | ® 
their Native Soil, which 1s not E. 
extremely Improved, that it ſhould: V 
not want Two or Three Hundred || *! 
Thouſand Families -more than it \ 
0 
1 
f 
\ 
' 


hath, to advance it ; eſpecially at-F* 
this Time of Day, when our F6 
reign Iflands Yearly take off (0 
many Inhabitants from us, who, 
from neceflity, are made unable to 
ſtay at home: And 2s of Con- 
traries there is the ſame Reaſon, 

ſo let the Government of England 
but give that Prudent Invitation to 
Foreigners, and She makerh Her I 
{ef Miſtreſs of the Arts and Ma» } 
nufattures of Europe, Nothing | © 
elſe hath hindred Holand from 


Truckling 


(17) 
Truckling under the Spaziſb Yoak, 
and being Ruin'd above Three» 
ſcore pp 0, and given Her that 
Riſe to Wealth and Glory. 


Seventhly, Nor is this Severity 
only Injurious to the Aﬀairs of 
England, but the whole Proteſtant 
World: For belides that it calls 
the Sincerity of their Proceedings 
againſt the Papiſts into Queſtion, 
ac furniſheth Them with this ſort 
of "Unanſwerable Interrogatory : 
The Proteſtants exclaim againſt us 
for Perſecutors, and are they now the 
very Men Themlelves*? WW a Seve- 
rity an Inſtance of Weaknels in our 
Religion, and is it become 4 valid 
* Argument x theirs? Are not our 
Attions ( once. void of all 'Excuſe 
with them ) ow Defended by their 
Own PraQtice? But if Men muſt be 
reſtrained upon Prudential Conſidera- 
tions from the Exerciſe of their Con- 
ſciences 
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ſeiences in England, why mot the Lf: 
ſame in France aud Germany, where of 
Matters of State may Equally be I'* | 
Pleaded ? Certainly whatever J#' 
Shifts Proteſtants may uſe to Pak YY 
late theſe Proceedings, they are I®* 
thus far Condemnable upon the 

Foot of Prudence. F 


Eighthly, Such Procedure is a. 
oreat Refleftion upon the Juſtice” lt 
of the Government, in that TEI®* 
EnaQts Penalties inadequate to the U® 
Fault committed, vis. That T Þ* 
ſhould looſe my Liberty and Pro- 
perty, Fundamental Civil Priviledges, 
for ſome Error in Judemert about C 
Matters of Religion : As if I maſt 
not be a Man, becauſe T am not. R 
ſuch a ſort of Religious Man as' J® 
the Government would have me; # 
but muſt looſe my Claim to all de 
Natural Benefits, though TI agree 
with them in Civil Aﬀairs, becauſe Y 
I 
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$11 fall not in with the Judgment 
# dof the Government in ſome Points 
'Yof a Supernatural Import, though 
wreal Part of the Ancient Govern- 
went. Perhaps inſtead of going to 
the Left Hand, I go to the Right : 
ind whereas I am commanded to 
hear A. B. I rather chuſe to hear 
(. D. my Reaſon for it, being 
the more Religious Influence the 
ktter hath over me, than the for- 
mer ; and that I find by Experi- 
tmce, I am better Aﬀetted, and more 
Religiouſly Eaified to Good Living. 
What Blemiſh is this to the Go- 
rernment? , What In/ecarity tothe 
Civil Magiſtrate * Why may not 
this Man Sell, Buy, Plow, Pay his 
Rents, be as good a Subject, and 
is true an Engliſh Man, as any 
Canformiſt in the Kingdom ? How- 
beit, Fines and Goals are very il! 
Arguments to Conyince Sober. 
Mens Underitundings, and dil- 
{wade 


4 


S464 -3 


GO Se > oe ER 


- 


GU —_ 


— 


( 120 ) | 
{wade them from the ContinuanceINs 
of fo harmleſs a PraQtice. "vÞny 
. yit 
Laſtly, But there is yet another Jie 
Inconveniency that will attend thig It: 
Sort of Severity, that ſo naturally P 
follows upon our Superiors making er. 
Conformity to the Doctrine 1nd 
Worſhip of the Charch of Engl. \ fro 
the Sine 244 Non, or Inlet to all 
Property, and Ground of Claimt FF 
all Erghiſp Civil Priviledges, tot 
wit, That they make a Rod, for oughtv 
they know, to Whip their own: PoſtesWe 
rity with; ſince it is Impoſſible for Wb: 
them to ſecure their Children to then 6 
Engliſh Church : And if it happen Þſe, 
that any of them are never ſo Com Þ 
ſcientiouſly of another Per{waſion, Þiſf 
they are lyable to all the Miſeries'Þ p: 
that may attend the Execution of } 4 
thoſe Laws. Such a Kzz2 mult im 
not be King, ſuch Lords and Com Fou 
mons malt not fit in Parliament: Þ& 
Nay, 


F 
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eeINay, they muſt not Adminiſte 

*Iny Office, be it never ſo Inferiour 
pthin the Realm, and they ne- 
xr ſo Virtuous and Capable to do 
; Their very Patrimony becomes 
Prey to a Pack of Lewd I»for- 
ers, and their Perſons expoſed to 
Abuſe of Men, Poor or Mali. 
bus. 


F 


49 
er 
his 
y 


Þ I But there are Three Obje:ons 
Mt ſome make againſt what I 
ve urged, not unfit to be Con- 
wader'd. The Firſt is this : If the 
for Blaberty deſired be granted, what know 
her 54: Diſlenters may employ theer 


ent Perings ro Inſinuate azainſt the 
ms foovernment, Inflame People into 4 


On, Wk of their Superiours, and there- 


15 prepare them for Miſchief ? 
of 
uſt 


Anſw. This O6jedion may have 
me Force, ſo long as our Supe- 
Fours continue Severity ; becauſe 

doth not only Sharpen and Excite 
G Diſ- 
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Diſſenters, . but it runs many of " 
them into ſuch Holes and Corners, 
that if they were diſpoſed to ' | 
ſuch Conſprracies, - they have the 
Secureſt Places and Opportunitie " 
to effect their ra, But what's | 
Diſſenter can be 1o deſtitute of is 
Reaſon and of Love to Common 
Safety, as to expoſe - himſelf and 
Family, by Plotting againſt a Gon; 
yernment that is Kyzd to them, and 
Gives him the Liberty he defires i. 
and that he could only be ſup. 
poſed, in Common Senſe, to Plot 
for. i 
To be ſure, Liberty to Worſhip 
God, according to their ſeveral 
Profeſſions, will be, as the Peoples f 


Satisf«fion, lo the Governments; 

oreateſt Security : For if Men ets, 

enjoy their Property and their Cox- þ 

ſcience, which 15 the Nobleſt Part þ 

of it, without Moleſtation, what KF... 

ſhould they Obje& againſt © 'Y 
Plot 
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ot: Ip; for? Mad Men only Burn 
heir own. Houſes, Kill their own 
WiIChildren, and Murder themſelves. 
*Woth K/radreſs or Cruelty moſt take 
Sith Men that are Themſelves ? 


TW, Grotius, with Campanella, well 
wſcrv*d, that a fierce and rugged 
Wlrd was very Improper for Nor- 

*Mern Countries, Engliſh-men are 

Ser d with Mildneſs, but inflamed 

Severity: And many that do 

t Suffer, are as apt to Compaſ- 


EF Wnate them that do. And if it 
ill pleaſe our Seperiours to make 
*Wryal of ſuch an Izaz/gence, doubt. 
Ws they will find Peace and Plex- 


'Hto enfue. The Practice of other 


1 
a 
& | tions, and the Trade, Tranquil- : 
" 7, Power and Opulency that 
ve attended It, is a Demonſtra- 
"Fn in the Caſe, and ought not 
*Þ be Slighted by them that Aim 
Fas High and Honourable Things 
Jr- therr Country, And if we 
G 2 had 
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had -no other Inſtance than our 

own Intervals or Connivance, they 
were enough to ſatisfie reaſonable? 
Men, how much more Moderation 
Contributes to Publick Good, thayſ®, 
the Proſecution of People for theirf® 
Religious Diſſent ; ſince the One 
hath ever produced Trade andi* 
Tranquillity; the Other,greater Po 
verty and Diſſenſiop. b 


d4* 
4 
A #7 


. _ The Second 0 eftion, and by k 
- far the more weighty, runs thus 
ObjeA. The Kzng and Parli | 
are Sworn to Maintain and Protek 
the Church of England, as Eſta; 
bliſh'd, &c. therefore to Tolera 4 
other Opinions is againſt their Oath, 7 j 
Anſw. Were the Conſequences. - 
True, as it is not, it were highh 8 
unreaſonable to expect Impoſhbiy 
licies at their Hands. . Kings andy. 
Parliaments can no more make d. 


Brick without Straw, than Ca Pa 
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Mad hey have not Sworn to do things 
Tyond their Ability; If they have, 
;. Aſheir Oaths are void. Had it been 
0 His and Their Time and Choice, 
"When the Church of England had 
On xn firſt diſturbed with Diſſent= 
| Opinions, it might have re- 
= 1 ed more Colourably a kind of 
F Neglect upon them : But ſince the 
*Wbzrch of England was no ſooner 
L 3K Church, then She found ' ſome 
"Fort of Diſſenters, and that the ut- 
Moſt Policy and Severity of Q. 
M/izabeth, King James, and King 
0, BePar1es the Firſt, were not Suc- 
B, | 97 towards an abſolute Unifor- 
ch, tity ; Why ſhould it reflect upon 
hem, that the Church of England 
ath not yet rid Her ſelf of Diſ- 
| Fatiog Parties ?' Beſides, it is No- 
$rious, that the late Wars gave 
Mat Opportunity to Differing Per- 
_ yaſions to ſpread, that it was 
*heyſecrly impoſſible forThem to hin- 
£ # der, 


, 
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der, much leſs during the ſeveral! 
Years of the King's Exile; at whatſpe: 
time the preſent Parliament was 
no Parliament, nor the generality$lnc 
of the Members of it ſcarce of anyiſfer 
Authority. Yen: 

Let it be Conſidered, that *twadlthe 
the Study of the Age to malkelſth: 
People Anti-Papiſtical and Antiex 
Epiſcopal, and that Power and Preifitc 
ferment went on that ſide. Theirhis 
Circuſtances therefore, and tharkM 
Anceſtors, are not the ſame: Theyth: 
found the Kingdom Divided intofffe 
ſeveral Intereſts, and it ſeems a6 
Difficulty Inſuperable to ReduceFT 
them to any Perſwaſion ; where 
fore to render themſelves Maſterse, 
of their AﬀeQtions, they multÞ;h 
neceflarily govern themſelves to-Þſe; 
wards them on a Balance, as is be-ha 
fore expreſt ; otherwiſe, they aroÞ|C; 
put upon the greateſt Hazards, andFt 
extreameſt Difficulties to them-Y'V 
ſelves} 
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eralfſelves and the Kingdom, and all to 
/nagperform the Uncharitable Office 
vaggot Supprefſing many Thouſands of 
lityflnoffenſive Inhabitants, for the dif- 
uyFerent Exerciſe of their Conſci- 
Fences to God: It is not to make 
hem Reſemble Almighty God, 
wegthe Goodneſs of whole Nature 
mgextends it ſelf Univerſally, thus 
Preito narrow his Bowels, and confine 
erBhis Clemency to one ſingle Party of 
gMen : Tt ought to be Remembred, 
neYEthat Optimus went before Maximus 
ntoFor Old, and that Power without 
s WGoodneſs is a Frightful Sort of a 
uceny” hing. 
6 But Secondly, T deny the Con- 
aFfequence, viz. That the Kjng ts 
ultÞtherefore Oblieged to Perſecute Diſ- 
tO-Yſerters, becauſe He or the Parliament 
bath taken an Oath to Maintain the 
aro Charch of England : For it cannot 
ndFbe 'ſuppoſed or intended, that by 
m-S Maintaining Her, they are to De- 
veSll G 4 roy 
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firoy the Reſt of the Inhabitants; 
Is it Impoſhble to Protet He 
without knocking all the reſt on 
Head? Do they allow any to Suppla 
Her Clergy, Invade Her Living 
Poſſeſs Her Emoluments, Exercij 
Her Authority? What would 


have? Is She not Charch of Eng- , 


Nil 
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land fill, Inuefted- with the Jaw} 


Power, Bearing the ſame Charatt 


er 
What Granadear or Intereſt hath $ke wht 
loſt by Them? Ave They not manifeſs 


ly Her Proteftor ? Is She not National 
Church ſtill? And can any of Her 
Children be fo Infenſible, as etther 
to challenge her Syperiours with 
Want of Integrity, becauſe they 


had not performed Impoſſibilities? 


Or to excite them to that Harſh- 


neſs, which is not only DeſtruQtive Þ? 
of many Thouſands of Inhabitants, F 


but altogether Injurious to their 


own Intereſt, and diſhonourable F 
ta a Proteſtant Church? Suppoſe F 


Diſſenters 


| ( 129 ) 


Diſſenters not to be of the viſible 
Church, are they therefore unfit 
M0 live? Did the Jews treat Stran- 
«Wers ſo ſeverely that had ſo much 
Wore to ſay then her ſelf? Is not 
Sic K ng ford of Waſts and Com- 
"\ ku well as Incloſares? Suppoſe 
oa hath eletted ſome to Salvation, 
yn Fr” it therefore follow he hath Re- 
ole fobated all the reſt? And becaufe he 
fl les God of the Jews, was he not 
terefore God of the Gentiles? Or 
e not the Gentiles his People, be- 

luſe the Jews mere his peculier Peo- 


? 
To. be brief, They have an+ 
rerd their Obligation and con- 
ted to Severe Laws, and com- 
banded their Execution, and have: 
ot only preferr*d herabove Ewvery- 
tereſt in Ezg/and, but $4 4 
Sem, to render her more Power=- 
Ju and Uuiverſal ;; till they have: 
bod. Reaſon to be Tires with the: 


G 5 Lamentabla: 
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Lamentable Conſeqennces of thoſe 
Endeavours, and conclude, that 
the Uniformity thereby intended, I 77 
is a thing ImpraQiicable, as well as 
Miſchievous. ; 
And I wonder that Thete Men 
{hould fo eafily forget that great 
Saying of King CHARLES the 1ſt 
( whom they pretended fo often 
and with ſo much Honour to Reo 
member ) in his Advice to the 
preſent King ; where he faith, 


Beware, of Exaſpe- |” 
rating any Fa@ions, by? 
the Croſſneſs and ou Þz 
ty of ſome Mens Lg 0 
ons, Humors, or Fri- 
vate Opinions, imploy- 
ed by You, grounded only 


upon 


0 137 } I 
upon their Differences 
in Leſſer Matters, wbich 
gore but the Skirts and 
n {Suburbs of Religion , 
4 {herein a Charitable 
# JConnivance and Chri- 
Iſtian Toleration. often 
Dſepates their Strength, 
> (whom Rougher Oppoſs- 
T1 aL Fortifieth, and 
;j- (puts the Deſpiſed and 
5. JOppreſſed Party into ſuch 
j- [Combinations as may 
y- [oſs Enable them to get 
ly js Full Revenge upon 
" F hoſe ; 


GI mn a 
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T hoſe they count” their 
Perſecutors; who are 
commonly Aſſiſted with 
that Vulger Commiſera- Ip 
tion, which attends all 5, 
that are ſaid to Suffer » 
under the Common No=|! 
tion” of Religion. E 

So that we have not only the. If 
King's Circumſtances, bur his Fas Jas 
ther*'s Councel, upon Experience, th 
who: yet ſaw not the End of one: I 
half of them, defending a Charita». Uni 


ble Connivance, and Chri/tian Tor. Bhi 
_ teration of Diſlenters. 


Odj. 3. But it may be further Jo 
alledged, This makes way for Po= [V 
pery or Presbytery, 79 _” 

$: the 
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the Church of England, ad mount 
the Chair of Preferment, which is 
more than a Pradential Indulgence 
| Bof Different Opinions. 
'F And yet there is not any fo 
{= probable an expedient to vaniſh 
ll thoſe Fears, and prevent any ſuch 
= Deſign, as keeping all Intereſts 
27: Fupon the Ballance; for fo the Pro- 
teſtant makes at leaſt ſix Parties, 
/= Fagainſt Popery, and the Church of 
England at leaſt five againſt Pres- 
bytery: And how either of them. 
ie- ſhould be able to turn the Scale 
2» againſt five or ſix, as free and 
e, [thriving Intereſtsas either of them 
ie {can pretend to be, I confeſs I can»: 
2». not underſtand. Burt if one only 
». Hlotereſt muſt be Tolerated, which 
* Iimplies a Reſolution to ſuppreſs 
the Reſt, plain it is, that the Church. 
of England ventures her ſingle Par- 
ty againſt ſix growing Interelts,, 
and thereby gives Presbztery and. 
Popery 


ley © Wo 
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 Popery by far an eaſier Acceſs to | 
Supremacy ; eſpecially the latter, 
for that it is the Religion of thoſe Ib 
Parts of Earope,which neither want 
Inclination, nor Ability to Profſ- 
per it. So that beſides the Con= 
ſiſtency of ſuch an Indulgence 


with the Nature of a Chriſtian- 


Church, there can be nothing 


more in Prudence adviſable for the 


Church of England, then to allow. 


of the Balance propounded : In 
that firſt, no Perſon of any real 
Worth will ever the ſooner decline 
her; on the contrary, it will give 
her a greater Reputation .in a 
Country ſo hating Severity : And 
next, it gives her Opportunity to 
turn the Scale againſt any one Par- 
ty that may aſpire to her Pulpits 
and Indowments: And ſhe never 
need to fear the Agreement of all 


of them to any ſuch Deſign ; Epi | 
Mo 


copacy being not more intolera 
then 
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to then Presbytery in Power, even 
to an Independency it ſelf; and yet 
etween them, lies the narrow-= 
t eſt - Difference that-is among the 
-BDifenting Intereſts in this King 
- $dom. 


But this feems too large, and 
yielding, and therefore to find a 
Medium, ſomething that may com- 
Tpaſs the happy End of good Cor. 
reſpondence and 'Tranquillity, at 
leaft ſo to fortifie the Charch of 
England, as that ſhe may ſecure- 
ly give Law to all other Religi- 
ous Intereſts, I hear a C lat 
is  pitch'd upon, and diligently 
purſued by both Epiſcopaleans and 
Presbyterians, at leaſt, Some of 
each Party. 

But if it becomes wiſe Men to 
Look before they Leap: It will 
{not be unadviſable for them to 
weigh the Conſequences of ſuch an 

Endeavour, 
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Endeavour. For, inthe firſt place,” By 
there is no People I know in Þþ...: 
Emnoland, that ſtands at a greater 
Diftance from her Doctrine, as it* 
is maintain'd by her preſent Sons, I 
then the Presbyterians, particular” N 
ly about abſolute Reprobation, the 
Perſon of Chriſt, Satisfattion and 
Juſtification: And he muſt be & I... 
Stranger in the Religions Conteſts 
of our times that knows not this. © 

IE. In the next place, None 
have govern'd themſelves with & 
plainer Denial and more peremp- 
tory Contempt of Ep:ſcopacy, and 
the whole Diſcipline and Wors 
ſhip of the Church of England; 
than the Presbyterians have ever': 
done: Let them put me to prove' 
it, if they pleaſe, eyen of their” 
moſt Reverend Fathers. 

HI. Who knows not that their 
Reciprocal Heats about theſe 'very* 
things, wenta great way towards 

our 
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ur late lamentable Civil Wars? 
> {Now if the ſame Principles remain 
yith each Party, and that they 

{a far from repenting of their 
*+ Fl cnaciouſneſs,that on the contrary 
- Whey juſtifie their Diſſent from one 
other in theſe matters, how can 
ither Party have Faith enough to 
. Fiely upon each others Kindneſs, 
or {ſo much as attempt a Compre- 
 Werſfon? What muſt become of. 
- the Labours of Bp. Witeifr, R. 
ooker, Bp. Banckroft, Bp. Lawd, 
Fc. in Rebuke of the Presbyterian 
Separation; and the Names of 
=, Ifioſe leading Diſlenters, as Cart- 
” Bright, Dode, Bradſhow, Ratter- 
, Word, Galaſpee, &c, - fo Famous a- 
_ Imong the preſent Presbyterians, and 
_ Fthat for their Oppoſition to the 
- BCherch? This confider'd, what 
Reaſon can any render, why the 
 JEpiſcopaliens ſhOuld fo ſingularly 
4 Provide for, and Confide in an 1»- 
. 


tereſt 
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tereſt that hath already been {JOr 
Deſtraftive to theirs? On the 0..þ{cl 
ther hand, With what Prudence 
may the "bhp: ven imbrace the Yco1 
others Offer, that to be ſure,inten( 
it not in ſtark Kindneſs to them 
and who they muſt needs think, 
cannot but owe Revenge, and 
retain deep Grudges for old Sto- 
ries? he 
But IV. The very Reaſon gi- i 
ven for a Comprehenſion is thi 
greateſt that can be urged againſt 
it, nainely, The Suppreſſion of other 
diſſenting Perſwaſions. IT will ſup- 
poſe a Comprehenſion and the Con- 
ſequences of it, to be an_ Eradis 
cation of all other Intereſts, the 
Thing deſired: But if the two 
remaining Parties ſhall fall out, as 
it is not likely that they will Tong 
agree, what can the Presbyterian 
have to Ballance himſelf againſt 
the Ruling Power of Epiſcopag ? 
[ 


» > mm oY FO SWLAMQyTN 


( 139) 
fJOr the Epic alian to ſecure him- 
0. {elf againſt the Aſpirings of Pre/- 
hrery? They muſt cither All be- 
ome Epiſcopalians, or Presbyterians, 
elſe they will mix like Io» and 
Clay, which made ill Lxggs for the 
age in Daniel: Nor .1s it to be 
thought, that their Leggs ſhould 
and any better upon a Compre- 
henſion. | 


© AFG ARS 


But ſome are ready to ſay, that 
Their Difference is wery minute. 
Grant it; Are they ever the more 
deſerving for that ? Certainly, 
Forbearance ſhould carry fome Pro- 
on with the Greatneſs of the 
Difference, by how much it is 
eaſier to comply in Small than 
Great Matters. He that difſents 
Fundamentally, is more excuſable 
than thoſe that Sacrifice the Peace 
and Concord of 4 Society about Lit- 
tle Circumſtances ; for there _ 

e 
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be the ſame Inducement to ſuſpel8 
Men of Ob#inacy in an Eſſentid 
as Circumſtantial Non-Conformis þ;: 
tY. we p 
Beſides, How far can this A&R... 


commodation extend with Sec. 


rity to the Church of England? Yr... 
Or, on what better Terms will Bþ. 
the Presbyterians Conform to her 
Diſcipline and formal Afts of De: 
votion, than thoſe upon which: 
Peter du Moalin ofter'd to Preach 
the Goſpel at Rome? viz. Thatiff 
| the Pope would give him Leave to 
Preach at Rome, he would be con» 
tented to Preach in a FooPs Coat. 
T queſtion if the Presbyterian can 
go ſo far, I am ſure he could not; 
and as ſure, that Peter du Moulin 
hop'd by Preaching there, in a 
FooPs Coat, to Inculcate that Do- 
QArine which ſhould Un-Mire the 
Pope, and alter his Charch ; the ve 
ry Thing the Charch of England 
Fears 


(141) 
fears and Fences" againſt, For 
** EPeter du Mouliz intended to Preach 
» flio a FooPs Coat no longer, than 
Fil he had Preach'd the People 
Wiſe enough to throw it off a- 
TFpain. So the, Presbyterians, they 
1» (nay Conform to certain Ceremonies 
once as Sinfxl to them, as a Foo!"s 
Coat could be Ridiculous to Peter 
# Moulin) that they may the bet- 
@ [er introduce their Alterations both 
fin Do##rine and Diſcipline. 


But that which ought to go a 
= Way with our Superiours, in. 

eir Judgtnent of this Matter, is 
not only the Benefit of a Ballaxce 
againſt the Preſumption of any one 
Party, and the Probability, if not 
Certainty of their never being 
Overdriven by any one Perfwa- 
i. {lion, whilſt they have others that 
will' more than Poiz againſt the 
14 {growing Power of it: But the 

| Conceltt 
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Conceit it ſelf, if not altogethen$® 


ImpraQticable, is at leaſt very diÞ 
ficult to the Promoters, 7 [ui 


Office as Thankleſs from the Pars 
ties concern'd. "F- 

This appears in the EndeavourgPF 
uſed for a Comprehenfion of Arriens* 
and Homouſians under one Orthes Pc 
doxy, related not only 1n our com" 
mon Eccleſieſtical HiFory, but more |. - 
amply in the Writings 'of Hilary" 
an Enemy to the Arrians, and Ma» 
riana's Spaniſh Hiſtory. Their | 
publick Teſts, or comprehenſive 
Creeds were many, Nice, Arimi® 
num: Sirminum, &c. in order to 
agree both Parties, that neither” 
might ſtigmatize the ether with -F* 
the Odious Crime of Cage © : But Þ 
the Conſequence of all this Con- 
vocation and Prolix Debate was, IE 
that neither Party could be fatif- 
fied, each continuing their former 
Sentiments, and ſo grew up into 


ſtronger 
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Fronger Fractions, to the Diviſi- 
jo, Diſtrattion, and almoſt De |, 
n ${uction. of the whole Empire : ' 
ecover'd a little by the Prudent 
2Kfoderation of Jovianw, and much 
Swproved, not by a Comprehen- 
"Son, but Reſtauration of a Seaſon- 
ble Liberty of Conſcience by Theo- 
1 ſecs Magnus. 
$8 Alſo in Germany, about the 
ime of the Reformation, nothing 
Wcmed more ſincere than the De- 
i ſgn of Union between the Lathe- 
ie i475 and Zxinelians : For Luther 
0d Zxinglius themſelves, by the 
"Farneft Endeavours of the Lapxd- 
ave of Heſſen, came together } 
t the Succeſs was ſo ſmall, not- 
ithſtanding the Grave's Media- 
on, that they parted ſcarcely 
Kavil: To be fure, as far from U- 
ity as Controverſie is. 
Lutber and Cardinal Cajeten met 
Ir a Compoſure of the Breach be- 
twixt 


On LTH 25 
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twixt the Proreſtats and the Pope, i 
but it was too wide for thoſe Con-Me 
ferences to reconcile: No Compre-c 
' henſion could be PraQticable. A (ear 
cond Eſſay to the ſame Purpoſe} 
was by Melanchton, Caſſander and%t 
others; the Conſequence of it 
that the Parties were Diſpleaſed, he 
and the Heads SuſpefFed, if not We 
Hated of their Followers. Nor 
had Bacer*'s Meeting with Juli 
Pflugg any better Succeſs. -Þb 
And how fruitleſs their Endea* Wo 
vours have been, that with greatz\Wc 
eſt Art and Induſtry, have, of a 
long, Time endeavoured a Recon- Thy 
ciliation of Lutherans and Calvi- Wtc 
»iſts, is well known to Thoſe that*We 
are acquainted with the Afﬀairs of hy 
Germany: And Such as are not, 
may furniſh themſelves from the 
publick Relations given by thoſe Þ 7 
that are employed about that Ac-Yr 
commodation: Where, beſides g ſer 
Dull Þ 


=. ET 5. 
& Dull and Heavy Progreſs', the 
AReader may be a Witneſs of their 
eKomplaint; not only that both 
arties are too Tenacious, - but thay 
he Mediators ſuffer DetraQtion' 
r their good Endeavours; each 
dec grucging every Title they 
d, Weld ; and murmuying as af they 
dt Merc to looſe their Reſt 10n. And 
Perſons ſo licintereſtes and wor- 
«Sy in their Attempts, have had 
2Þ better Iſſue, I cannot ſee how 
a= "Woſe who ſeem. compelPd by 
te Worldly Intereſt more than Con» 
Ince, to ſeek and propagate a 
N- Borprehenſ1cn, IEC when it 
vie Stermins in the Perſecution of the 
abWeftcd. Perſwaſions, can, with 
Flky Reaſon, expect, fromGod or 
ood Men any better Succeſs. 


Tafth, there is nothing - any 
Fan, touch'd with Juſtice and 
Wercy, can alledge for a Come 

H Pre- 
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drevvaſag that may. not muckfer 
| better be urged for a TolerationMha 
For the Churct'1s leſs in Dangerie: 
when ſhe knows the worſt, thad®- 
where the Danger is Hid. Fino 
Enemies « without Doors  beinrc 
not ſo Miſchevous as. one with 
But they arealſo Men, and Engle 
Men as well as thoſe of other 
{waſions: Their Faith is as Chr 
an, They believe as Sincerely, 
as Conſcientioullly, are as Uſe 

in the Kingdom, and Manna 
their Diſſent with as much 
deſty and Prudence, the Cht 
of England her ſelf being in gt 
Meaſure: Judge, as Thoſe, "ſea 
whoſe Account a ComprebenWu 
may be Deſired: To be ſure the» 
are Engliſh Men, and have an, WP, 
qual Claim to the Civil Rightsme 
their Native Country, with, anfſ 
that live in it; whom to perſecutl& 
whilft others, and thoſe no 'beltſh 


4 


} 
h 
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ker Men in themſelves are more 
rthan Tolerated, is, as I have al 


| 
/ 
, 
þ 
I 


Feady ſaid, The Unreaſonable and 

Mmerciful Dotirine of Abſolute Re- 
rob ation put in Prattice in Civils: 
rom which the Lord Deliver 


Lo 


; 


. A Dincere P2zomoti- 
on of General and 
PRACT JCAL Re- 
 ligion. 


= am now come to the laſt, 
Wo -which, to be ſure; 'is not the- 
eaſt Part of my Anſwer to the 
mWDueſtion propounded, viz. The 
Wincere Promotion of General 4 
1 BPrattical Religion, by which'l 
i Fmean the Ten Commandments, 
Id Wotal Law, and Chriſt's 
ugDermon upon the Mount, with 
velmther Heavenly Sayings, excell- 
C | 2 ent 
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ently improved, and earneſtly | 
commended by ſeveral Paſſages ig8P 
the Writings of his Diſciples 
which forbid Evil, not only 1 
Deed, but Thought; and inje 
Parity and - Holinefi, as with 
which no Man, be his Pretend 
what they will, ſhall ever ſee Gt 
In ſhort, General, True and R 
quiſite Religion, in the Ape 
James's Definition 15, To viſt 
Widow and the Fatherleſi, and 
keep our ſelves, through the Ut 
verſal Grace, nnſþotted of the Won, 
This 1s, the moſt Eaſe and Pro 
ble Way to Fetch in all Men prof 
feſhng God and Religion: Singelf; 
every Perſwaſion acknowleds 
this in Words, 'be their Lives ot 
ver ſo diſagreeable to their Cof 
ſeſſion. And this being the Una 
neceſſarium, that one thing N ed 
ful, to make Men happy here and 
| hereafter, why, Alas, ſhould Me 

| ſacrifice} 
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EFfacrifice their Accord 1n this great 


nFPoint, for an Unity in minute or 


tircumſtantial Things, that per- 
1aps 1s inobtainable, andif it were 
ot,would {ignifie little or nothing, 
ither to the Good of Human So- 
iety, or the particular Comfort 
df any, in the World which is to 
ome ? 

*No one Thing is more Unac- 
tountable and Condemnable a- 
nong Men,than theirUncharitable 

ontefts about Religion, indeed 
bout Words and Phraſes ; whilſt 
jey all verbally met in the moſt, 
Mt not only neceſſary Part of Chri- 


af/ar Religion: For. nothing is. 


more certain, than if Men would 

Sut live up to one Half of what 
orhey Know 1n their own Conlci- 
myences They Ought to. Practile, 
dT heir Edge would be taken Off, 
nag heir Blood ' would be Sweetned 
«dy Mercy and Truth, and this Un: 
- = | ; natural . 
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natural Sharpneſs qualified. They 
would quickly find Work enough 
athome, each Man's Hands wouldar 
be full by the Unrulineſs of ] 
own Paſſions, and in Subject 
of his own Will, and inſtead 
Devouring one another's Gon 
Name, Liberty, or Effate, Complie 
paſſion would rife, and mutual B 
{ires to be Aſſiſtent to Each 
in a Better Sort of Living. ON 
how Decent, and how Del; beful, 'D) 
would it be, to fee Mankind (theft 
Creation of One God, that hatlFo 
upheld them to this Day ) of Oz 
Accord, at leaſt in the Weighty 
Things of God's Holy Law! = 
"Tis Want of Prafice, and tool 
much Prate, that hath made Way 
for all the Izcharity and Il! livin 
that is in' the World, No Mat 
ter what Men /ay, if the Devilf- 
keep the Houſe. Let the Grace} 
of God, the Principle of DivineF 
18i1;i4 8 
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ife (as a great Man lately call'd 
t-1n his Speech) but be Heartily 
ind Revereatly Entertained of 
en, that Teaches us to deny Un= 
palinefi, and converſe Soberly, Righ- 
eouſly and Godlily in this preſent evil 
World, and it is not to be doubt- 
d but Tranquility, at .lealt a 
very Amicable Correſpondence will 

Jllow. 

” Men are not to be reputed Good 
WS by their Opinions or Profeſſion of 
heEReligion : Nor is it that which 
txFought to Engage the Government, 
but Practice ; *tis this that muſt 
ty $:/eve or damn, Chriſt in his Repre- 
*Ecntation of the Great Day, doth 
not tell us that it ſhall be faid to 
Men, Well Said, or Well Talk- 
ed, but Well Done Good ad 
Faithful Servant: neither is 
the,Bepart fzom me, directed to 
ee any but the Workers of Tniquity. 
ne Error now is Tranſlated from the 
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Significationof an Evil Life to ag 
Unſound Propoſition, as Philoſophy 
is from Mortification, and Well 
living to an Uzintelligible Way 
Wranzlinsg. And a Man 1s mc 
bitterly arraſſ*'d for a Miſt 


Notion, thougli the Party hols 


ing it thinks not ſo, and the Pat 


ty charging it denies an Infallit a 


Judgment {fo that it may as We 
be true as falſe for all them ) thi 


for the Moſt Diſſolate or Immorall 


Life, And truly it is High T1 
w5h Men ſhoul Y Bereer T 
ſtimony of their Chriſtianity 
Cruelty hath no Share in Li 
Religion, and Coercion upon Cons 
ſcience 1s utterly colt 


the very. Nature of his Kingdor 
He rebuked that - Zeal which 
would have Fire come down from 
Heaven to devour Diſſenters, tho” 
it came from his own Diſciples; 
and forbad them to pluck up the, 
| T ares 


nt with 


| 
it 


1 


el 
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es, though none had a more 

nll ntl or Infallible Hand to do it 
"Iv it 

| He preferr'd Mercy before Sa- 

zfice, and therefore we may well 

flicve, that the. Unmerciful Sa- 

ifices ſome Men now offer, I 

Scan, Impriſonine Perſons, [þot- 

of Goods, and leaving whole - 


Dnilies deſtitate of Subſiſtence, as + * 


Spell as diſi inheriting them of all 
2 FCivil Priviledges in the Govern-' 
4 zent; Are far from being Grate-. 
Jul to him, Who therefore came 

or Sto the VVorld, and Preach'd 
2 that Heavenly Dorine of For-- 
earing, and Loving of Enemies, 

nd laid down his moſt Iznocent 
* MLife for us, whilſt we were Res 
Fbels, that by fuch Peaceable Pre-- 
cepts, and fo Patient an Example, 
the Y Vorld might be Prevyailed- 
upon to Leave thoſe Barbarous-. 
,ourſes, And doubtleſs,. very la- 

H 5 mentable .: 
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mentable will their Condition beyv/ 
who at the coming of the greatc* 
. Lord, ſhall be found Beaters off) 

Their fellow Servants: MF 
In vain do Men go to Church, Prat 
Preach, and ſtile themſelves Belis Ic 
ers, Chriſtians, Children of Gol&- 
&c. whilſt ſuch AQts of Severni 
rity are Cheriſt®d among themgW£ 
and any Diſpoſition to moſe 
harmleſs Neighbours for their 
Conſcience, p much as Counte. | 
nanc'd by them. A Courſe quite. 
Repugnant to Chriſt's Example 
and Command, In ſhort, the 
promoting 'of this Gexeral Religion Nh; 
by a ſevere Reprehenſion and Pus if * 
wiſhment of Vice, and Encourage 
ment of Virtue, 1s the Intereſt of our 
Superiours, leveral V Vays. 
x. In that it Meets with, and 
Takes in all the Religious Per- 
- fwaltons of the Kingdom, for all 
pretend to make this their- Corners 
Wore, 
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8S:0ne. Let them be equally -En- 
gFcouraged to Square their Building 
dy it. Penal Laws for Religion, 
s Charch with a Sting in her 
Tail; take that out, and there 1s 
io Fear of the Peoples Love and 
Duty: And what better Obliga- 
e F#10n or Security can the Civil Ma» 
128 giftrate deſire? Every Man Owns 
Wthe 7ext ; *tis the Comment that?s 
ir | Diſputed. Let it but pleaſe him 
& {to make the Text Only Sacred 
te | and Neceſſary, aid leave Men 
le$.to Keep Company with their Own 
e [Meanings or Conſequences, and 
w |. He does not only Maas take 11 
> & All, but Suppreſleth nice Searches, 
F Fixes Unity upon Meterials, Qui- 
ets preſent Difterences about 
Things of lefler Moment, Re- 
trives Humanity and CLri/tian Cle- 
mency, and Fills the Kingdom 
with Love and Reipect to their 
Superiours.. | 
2. Next, 
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2. Next, A Promotion of GeF« 
neral Religion, which, being in gar 
ſelf Practical, Brings Back AncigþpW 
ent Virtue, Good Living will&% 
Thrive in this Soil: Men wx 
grow Honeſt, Truſty and Templ 
rate; wermay expect Good Neighto 
bourhood and Cordial Friendſht wy L 
One may then depend more upon} 
a Word, than now upon an Oath 
How lamentable is it to ſee People 
afraid of one another ; Men made 
and provided for of one God, and 
that muſt be judged by that one 
Eternal God, yet tull of Diftidence 
in what cach other ſays, and moſt 
commonly interpret, 25: People® 
read Hebrew, All Things Back- 
ward. h 

3. The Tvira Benefit 15, that 
Men will: be more Induſtrious, 
more Diligent in their lawful Calk 
ings, which - will Encreate | our | 
Manufacture, Sct the Idle and + 

Poor 


- 
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Poor to work for their Livelyhood, 
Fand Enable the ſeveral Countries, 
with more Eaſe and Decency to 
{Maintain the Aged and Tmpotent 
among them, Nor will this onl 
help to make the,Lazy conſcientt. - 
Foully Induſtrious, but the Induſtri- 
ous and Conſcientious Man Chear- 

F flat his Labour, when he is aſſu. _ 
kred to keep: what he Works for, 
and that the Sweat of his Brows 
{ſhall not be made a Forfeit for his 
Conſcience. 

- 4. It will render the Magt- 
ſtrates Province more facil, and 
Government a Safe as well as Eafie 
Thing. For, as 1 acitzs ſays of 
Jericols's inſtructing the Brittains 

im Arts and Sciences, and uling 

t | them with more Humanity than” 

, | other Governours had done, that 

- Dit made them Fitter for Govern» 

- | ment; So if Practical Religion, 

|. and the Laws made to maintain 
it, 
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it, were Duly Regarded, the very; 
Natures of Men, now V Vild and*F 
Froward, by a Prejudiced Educathk St: 
on and Croſs and Jealous Intereſts 
would learn Moderation, and ſe 
to be their greateſt Intereſt -t 
purſue a Sober and Amicable Ce | 
verſation ; which would Eaſe the 
Magiſtrate of much-of. his pres; 
{ent Trouble, and Encreaſe tl 
Number of Men fit to Govern; 
of which the Parliament Times: 
are an Undeniable Inſtance. And* 
the Truth 1s, *tis' a piece of Sla-' 
very to have the Regiment of; 
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Ignorants and Rufhans; but there, H 
15 true, Glory in having the Go? Yar 
vernment of Men, InſtruRted in h:; 
the Juſtice and Prudence of their a 
own Laws and Country. el! 

Laſtly, It is out of this Narſery | th 
of Virtue, Men ſhould be drawn Þ w 
to be Planted in the Government, || tq 


not what is their Opinion, but 
what 


- 


ES what is their Manners and Capaci- 
ty ! Here the Field is large, and 
©Fthe Magiſtrate has room to chooſe 
Good Officers for the Publick 
Good. Heayen will Proſper fo 
WE Natural, fo Noble, and fo Chri- 
Eftianan Eſſay ; which ought not.to 
WbÞc the leaſt Conſideration with'a 
pood Magiſtrate ; and the Rather, 
decauſe the Negle&t of this Pratt 

3 | cal Religion, hath been the Ruin of 
4 Kingdoms and Common Wealths, 
Jamong Heathens, Jews and Chrt- 
"E f:ans, This laid Tarquiz Low, 
Sand his Race never Roſe more. 
© 3 How puilſant was  Lacedemoy 
Fand Athens in Greece, till Luxury 
had Eaten out their Severity, and 

a Pompous Living, contrary to 
their Excellent Laws, render?d 
their Execution Intollerable? And 

4 was not HamnibaPs Army a Prey 
to their Own Idleneſs and Pleaſure, 
which by Efeminating their Na- 
tures, 


"oP 
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tures, Conquer*d them, when the 
Whole Power of Rome could not 
do it? What Elſe Betrayed Rome 
to Ce/ar's Ambition, and made 


Oy 4 
% þ 
x 
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IF 


way-tor the after Rents and Di 


vitions of the Empire, The Merit 
as. well as Conqueſt and Inherz ? 


tance of a Well Govern'd People 


Manners laſted? The Jews like 


wiſe were Proſperous, while they "F 


kept the Statutes and Judgments of 


their God; but when They became! 


for ſeveral Ages, as long as their? 


% 
- 


LY 
, th 
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Rebellious and Diſſolute, the Al 


mighty, either Viſited Them from? 


Heaven, ,or expoſed them to the 
Fury of their Neighbours. Nos 
' thing elſe ſent Zedekiah to Babylonz 


and gave him and the' people a-? 


Victim to Nebachadnezzar and his 


Army. \ 
Neele of Laws, and Diſſolate 
Living, Idzew Yoan (that lived 
in the Time of Eaw; the Fir#, as 
before 


= 
- 
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my 
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before cited) tells us, was the Cauſe 
F. W the Miſerable Thraldom and De- 
$/4tion the Britains /«/tained by 
rvaders and Conquerors, Al 
Wray, what elſc hath been the Eng- 
ih of our Sweeping Peitilence , 
Dreadful Fires, and Oautragious Fae 
S87792s of late Years ? Hundreds of 
xamples might be brought in 
his Caſe; but their Frequency 
mall Excuſe me. 


f - Thus have I Honeſtly and Plain- 
-Þy Cleared my Conſcience for my 
MCourntry, and Anſwer'd, I hope, 
Modeſtly, and though Briefly, yet 
 JFully, the Import of the Queſtion 
EMropounded, with Hozour to the 
' IMlagiſtrate, and Safety to the Peg- 

ple, by an happy Conjunction of 
their Intereſts, I ſhall Conclude, 
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That as Greater Honour and Wiſ- 
dom cannot well be Attribated to any 
| Sort 


; 
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_ Sort of Men, than for our Superia pt” 
ours, under their Circumſtances, ta WR 
be Sought to by all Perſwaſions, Con (60 
ded in by all (Perſwaſions, and: 
Obey d by all Perſwaſions; and to} - 
make thoſe Perſwaſions know, tht You 
it # Their Intereſt /o to do, as n el 3'L 
as that it is the Intereſt of our Si 
periours, They ſhould, and to whid 
the Expedients propoſed natural 
tend; So, for a further Inducement 
to Embrace it, let them be - cont 
ſtantly remembred, that the Intereſt 
of our Engliſh Governours # like 
Fo ſtand longer apon the Leggs of 
the Engliſh People, than of the 
Engliſh Church: Since the - One 
takes in the Strength of All Interells; 
and the Other leaves out All but het 
Own: And it may happen that tht 
Eogliſh Church may Fail, or # 
Travel again, but it i not probable 
that the Engliſh People ſhould as 
Either ; eſpecially while Props 
| re- | 


"I 
| 


neg eg oaccq egy gR 


, Thr 'K General 
r@Preſerved, a Ballance Kept, Geer 
Th 8: ion Propazated, and the World 


on. BT ont ines, 


oF Way all this ptevail with 
ut Ou} Superiours ta make the beſt 
#FUle of their little 4 ime ; Be- 
=_membzing, in the midſt of all 
caetherr Power and Grandeur, that 

T hey Cary Mortality about 
T'© hem, and are Equa'ly liab'e 
to the Scrutiny arid Judg- 
ment of the Laſt Day, with the 

ooreft Peaſant; and that They 
ave a great Stewardſhip to Ic- 
count foz ; Do that Moderation - 
and Virtue being their Courſe, 
"C hep, toz the future, ſhall ſteer; 
after having faithfully Diſf- 
charg'd that Great Truſt Re- 
poled in Them, by God and 
this Free People, They may, 
with Comfozt to their” bous, 
| an 
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and. Honor to their . Name 

and Actions, Safely Anchoz}-- 
in the Daven of Eternal Kle | x 
ſedneſs:"So P2ays, within 


An Engliſh-C hriſtian-Man, 1 ; 
And Their True F riend, ; | 
william Penis" 
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Hat the People are under,a 
great Diſſatisfaftion. That 

the Way to Quiet Differences, and 
ender contrary Intereſts Subſervis 
ent to the Intereſt of the Govern- 


ment, 15, 


Firſt, To Maintsin Inviolably the 
Rights of it, viz. Liberty andPro- 
perty, Legiſlation and Juries, withe 


out Neglett. That, Slighting and 


Infringing them hath been the Jnjury 
of Prince and People, and early or 
late the Ruin of the Contrivers of ſo 
ill Deſigns ; and when all has been 


\Þ doze, the only Expedient has been, 


+> 
Lo, 
& 


. 


z0-come back again to Engliſh Law. 
This 
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This takes in all, pleaſes all, becauſe it, 
Secures and Profirs a. Sacrificing' 
Priviledges for the ſake of Confor-" 
mity, makes 4 Breach upon the Cis. 
vil Government, Alienates the Peo# 
ples AﬀeCtions from their Prince} 
Lodges Property in the Church, ſo. Þ- 
as None can come at it, but throught; 
Obedience to her Rites, for ſbe af 
this Rate has the keeping of it ; 4 
Thing Unknown, as wel{ zs Un». 
ſafe to the Ancient Engliſh Govern» 
ment. FI 


2dly, That the Prince Govern C 
bimfelf upon a Ballance towards all } 1 
Religious Intereſts : That this beft } 7 
Poizes Parties to his Security, Ren» 3/ 
ders him Maſter of az Univerſal Af- * 
Fettion , and Makes him truly and Y * 
Jafely Prince of all bis Country : | * 

ut the contrary Courſe Narrows his f 
.- Tuſtice and Mercy, makes the Go-Þ. ! 
1  wernment to Shine but upon -. one id 

Part - 


- 


|. ;, SIO , 
+ Fart of the Kyjngaom; to be} 

JF bat to Ni Pao and fate 
Ws rf from their Birth-right: That 
2B this Courſe ends ingreat Diſaduan- 
#427 to the Peace, Plenty and Safe- 
ty of Prince and People. 


Ing Uncharitable, Severe and Cruel 
for Modificatzons, /et the Debate 
| about them Sleep, and” General and 
Practical Religi.. be Promoted, 
that which recerves an Amen tn eve= 
ry Mars Conſcience, from the Pyitt- 
'F ciple of Divine Life ( a the 
Lord Keeper well calPd it ) in eve- 
Ty Breaſt, That all agree in the moſt 
Weighty Do@trines; - and that no- 
thing will ſooner Sweeten Mens Blood, 
and *Mollifie their Natures, than 
employing that Time and Pains they 
beſtow on frruitleſi Conteſts, in Liv- 
| ing up to what they both Know, 
' Believe and Accord in; That this 
leaves 


3 | ;dly, 4-4 laſtly, Inſtead of be- 
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leaves Men to keep C ompany with | 
their own Comments, and makes the | 
Text Only Sacred, ad Holy Li- 
ving Neceſflary, - zot only to Heg- 
vent), but Earthly Places, I mean,” | 
Pfeferments: * Whence Uirtne be- 
comes the Door to Favour, and: 
Conſcience ( ow /motherd iz: the”: 
Croud of Siniſter Intereſts.) rhe? 


Noble Rule of Living, 


God Almighty, if it pleaſe him, 
beget Noble. Retuthots A the 
Fhars, of our Superionrs to uſe theſe ; 
. Plain and Safe Expeatents, ” that | 

- Charity -2ay ſupplazt Cruelty, Con: 
teſt 1/e/dto Good Life, and preſet 
Diſtances Meet in a Juſt and Kin 
Neighbourhood. a” | 
- Great and Youourable is 
that Pnce, and F2ee and Yap- 
py that People, where theſe 
Things take Place. Md 
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